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   Welcome to the Fall 2013 edition of the GVGO newsletter. This is our 

second new look  at the face of giant vegetable growers. We carry on to do 

our best! Preserving the tradition of the most respected resource publication 

for giant vegetable growers in the Commonwealth is our mission. We 

defend our vision to share friendship, knowledge and growing experiences 

with growers by reaching throughout the world. 

Nature has been growing giant vegetables for millions of years. Modern 

day competitive growers began to harness natural vegetable genetics for 

only the past forty years or so. What lessons of plant or life on earth 

remain? What growth secrets are yet to be revealed? As growers further 

modify the plants' environment...will we be rewarded with limitless yields?  

Join us as we answer some of the hard won lessons of plant evolution 

combined with grower Skill and proficiency. The GVGO is only beginning 

to explore the keys to unlocking the secrets of the giants. 

 

 

 

Renew your membership today. 

Now for sale from GVGO.ca , AGP, Tomato, Cabbage  Rutabaga and soon to 
come Field Pumpkin & Squash seeds. 

see complete details inside 

Coming  in December is the 2014 GVGO Web Board Auctions 
1233* Hunt, 1236* Vincent, 1818 Bryson, 1811 Graham, 1381 Checkon, 1382 

Bryson, 2013 GIANT - 5Lb Mater Packs with 24 seeds all 5 pounders! 2013 Long 

Gourd packs from Hunt, Lyons, Butler & Mailey. plus other agp's from the 1985 

Miller, 1813 Northrup, 1766.5 & Snowball the 220 Debacco and its offspring the 

1734 Steil. Melons from the 350 Kent and the 316 Edwards. 
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They say that time goes by quicker as you age. Having 

reached middle age I definitely can attest to this. One 

growing season starts and within the blink of an eye 

you’re planning for next year and closing the patch for 

another winter. The same goes for the GVGO. Did you 

know 2014 will be the10th anniversary of the formation 

of the club? That day the GVGO was formed in the 

hallway of the hotel during the Niagara seminar seems 

like only a few years ago. I remember Dave MaCallum 

forming up a circle of Ontario growers and looking at, 

for the most part, a group of total strangers.  Over the 

years some of these guys would grow to be some of my 

closest friends. The GVGO and friendships have grown 

and flourished over these last 10 years and we can look 

forward to many more years ahead of us. 

Was the 2013 growing season good for you? For the 

most part I’d say most of us did pretty well. There were 

a lot of new personal bests weighed this year but even 

seasoned growers struggled to bring in numerous big 

pumpkins. One trend that seems to be gathering steam is 

those “other” veggies. Seems more and more of us are 

diversifying and taking up the challenge and fun of these 

plants. If it’s a tough year to be growing one veggie then 

the conditions are great for something else. You can 

salvage a rough year this way and still have a monster to 

take to the weigh off. 

A few things I should mention at this time… 

Most of you are probably aware by now that the Niagara 

Growers Seminar has come to an end. This event was 

always a great time and will be sadly missed. It is with 

great pride however that we announce the GVGO has 

been asked to help out with the most coveted award in 

Pumpkin Growing “The Orange Jacket”. Right now 

plans are in the works to award this jacket during our  

 

 

 

 

spring seminar. Stay tuned for further details but this 

could be something special for the GVGO. 

One thing the GVGO has planned for the 2014 is a new 

featured veggie category. John and Sue Vincent have 

thrown down the gauntlet and challenged the GVGO 

membership to a Rutabaga/Swede growing contest. As 

most of you know Sue recently set a new Canadian 

record with her 82.8 pound monster.  John’s 67.6 

pounder was a distant second. (Rumor has it a certain 

Northern grower had an even bigger one but for 

whatever reason didn’t get it weighed)!  Anyway… 

These plants need to be started early in these parts so 

please be aware that if you want to participate you’d 

better secure a seed source soon. Norm Craven has 

kindly offered to start some extra plants to bring to the 

Spring Seminar but this will be a first come first serve 

basis and you can’t be 100% sure you’ll get a plant. A 

few things I should also clarify… This contest will run 

separately from the regular “Featured Veggie” contest. 

This other fruit will be decided at the spring seminar. 

Prize money will also be decided at that time too. 

Please, please donate seeds to the club auction this year 

and/or better yet bid early and often for the offered seed 

lots. Details will be listed on the club web site. We need 

funds to keep the club running for another year.  

Thanks 

In closing I would like to wish you all a happy and 

prosperous holiday season and all the best for 2014. 

 

 

 

CCC000---PPPRRREEESSSIIIDDDEEENNNTTTSSS'''   MMMEEESSSSSSAAAGGGEEE   
By Phil Joynson &  

Russ Landry 

From the Office of Phil 
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 GVGO Memberships  

run from January 1st - December 31st 

 

I thank you all for your continued support and hope that 

you will join us for the 2014 season.  

 

You shall continue to receive our best possible growing 

advice, just as in the past.  

 

The fall 2013 newsletter features Tim Mathison along 

with Dawn and Bill Northrup in GVGO classic style 

"HOW THEY DUN IT" articles. Add in contributions by 

Sally Hunt, Joe Ailts, Brad Wurston, Al Eaton, Rocco 

Brewer and featured grower John Vincent. These articles 

are followed by area news from Pat Watson (Ontario), 

Ben Johnson(North), Claude Colbert (Quebec), Don 

Crews (West), Dawn Northrup (Atlantic) & Sue Vincent. 

 

From web site content, annual seed giveaways, seminars, 

patch tours, bulk purchasing and pertinent growing 

information we are confident in saying we are truly one 

of the best giant vegetable growers clubs in the world. 

Looking forward to helping you and the GVGO thrive in 

2014 and beyond. 

Wishing you, Happy Holidays 

 

Sincerely,  

Russ  

 

 

Pay it Now, to get the annual seed giveaway 

 by: PayPal, email money transfer or mail 

 

PayPal to: gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

Email Direct Transfer To: gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

Mail To: C/O Jane Hunt, GVGO Treasurer 

                  4376 Hwy 35 N 

                   Cameron, Ontario 

                    Canada 

                     K0M 1G0 

 

 

Giant Vegetable Growers of Ontario 

is now on facebook. 

 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/GVGO/140780926101331 

Editors: Nathan & Jennifer Veitch 

 

 

 

 

Single...$30...Family...$40...out of 

province...$30 US or CAD  

 Full Voting Privileges, with eligibility to hold 
office. (Ontario Residents Only)  

 Entry into club seminars & meetings  

 10% discount on soil analysis from A&L Canada 
Labs in London, Ontario  

 Seed giveaway - (several + seeds in every pack)  

 3 Newsletters  

 Entry into patch tours  

 Eligible for the GVGO Championship Largest 
Pumpkin (Ontario Residents Only)  

 

 

From the Office of Russ 

 

 

  

 

       

 

mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
http://www.alcanada.com/
http://www.alcanada.com/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=01ojT5RmXXI4AM&tbnid=XwbdxTESj-k9OM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.saugeentimes.com/31 x/Feature Pumpkinfest October 5, 2013/Template.htm&ei=oK9pUo_7KIWqyQGA34DABA&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNH9de6bwiQGZTb-YVoV0esEfp__pQ&ust=1382744068869879
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IIINNNSSSIIIDDDEEE   TTTHHHIIISSS   VVVIIINNNEEE   
 6    Port Elgin Update & Results, By Sally Hunt 

 9     Tim Mathison WR Pumpkin, By: Phil Hunt 

11    Southern Ontario Report. By Pat Watson 

13    Big Momma Reloaded. GVGO, 2013 contest 

13    Salicylic Acid. Science Update 

14    Northern Ontario, By: Ben Johnson 

15    What's Your Number,  by: Rocco Brewer. 

17    AG Class of 2013, By: Al Eaton 

18    Featured Grower: John Vincent 

20    Niagara Falls, IGVGC news 

21    Atlantic Giants 2013 Saga, By: Al Eaton 

22    East Coast Report, By: Dawn Northrup 

25    Best links, Kinetin 

26    Soil Organic Management, By: Joe Ailts 

29    Bigger Plants, Getting to the Root of the Problem 

30    Western Report, By: Don Crews 

31    The Quebec Connection 

32    Europe Report, Rain & the 1694 Meier 

33    Quebec Report,  By: Claude Colbert 

34    How They Dun It! Growing the 1813 Northrup 

35    Nematodes By; Russ Landry 

37    Ethylene the Ripening Hormone 

38    Companion Planting, By: Russ Landry. 

41    AGP Seeds for Sale 

42    GVGO Top Ten List, By Phil Joynson  

43    GPC Update, The BIG Show & prizes 

43    Pumpkin Cruise IV. All aboard in March 2015  

44    Giant Tomato Seeds for Sale 

44    Mater Matter's 

46    GVGO Sticky Leaks. Fusarium 

48 - 50 Weigh-off Results   

52   Team Lunatic Update By; Bryan Mailey 

54   Featured other vegetable By: John & Sue Vincent 

55 - 56 Weigh-off Results 
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http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MFr8X9S1qYCwMM&tbnid=xPrUt4CEfjTv_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.whatevermagazine.ca/index.php/discover-woodbridge/&ei=UWNoUteJHs_KkAekkoB4&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFzjzA7zFKvnpuM_mEdUrmqw91ipw&ust=1382659241387548
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Rumours and speculations about a WR Squash were rife by the time the Saturday Weigh Off came around.  It had been a very 

challenging growing season in Ontario due to the unusually wet weather and hot spells in the summer.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the end, it was the husband and wife team of Jane and Phil Hunt from Cameron, Ontario who took first place in both the pumpkin 

and squash classes with their 1545 lbs pumpkin and their 1233 pound squash on Saturday.  In our collective memory, we do not think 

this has happened before.  Congratulations to Jane and Phil! 

Chris Lyons broke the record for the largest field pumpkin grown in Ontario! The Scarborough 

resident also had the largest field pumpkin last year weighing 94 lbs. His prize winning field 

pumpkin this year weighed in at 128 lbs. He also won longest gourd at 131.5 lbs. this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

PPPooorrrttt   EEElllgggiiinnn   PPPuuummmpppkkkiiinnnfffeeesssttt   UUUpppdddaaattteee   aaannnddd   RRReeesssuuullltttsss   
by: Sally Hunt, Coordinator, PE Pumpkinfest 
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Congratulations to our Howard Dill Award winners too – The Veitch Family on Saturday with 812 pounds and James Walker on 

Sunday with 654 pounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday’s winners also included Mike and Sheila McAvity who won both the Sunday grand prize for their 1277.5 pound 

pumpkin but also took home some extra cash as the winners of the Novice Grower Award.  Dave McCallum got first 

place for the squash division with a 646 pound beauty, while, once again, Bob and Elaine McKenzie grew the Fred 

Wuerth Memorial Award winner for the Tri-County local prize with 1212 pounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many personal best achievements were realized this year  and include (but are not limited to) Bryan Mailey’s 195 pound watermelon, 

Paul Dettweiler’s 1098 pound pumpkin on Saturday (Paul unfortunately suffered some disappointment on Sunday when his hands-

down Howard Dill contender turned 

out to be damaged) and Mike 

Aasman’s 1320.5 pound 

pumpkin – quite an 

accomplishment for a first year 

grower Mike!   
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We were very pleased with the number of  “newbie” growers that showed up at the event this year.  Our emcee, Dave Middleton sure 

does like to have fun with them – and many were initiated with the traditional “bum wiggle” in the weigh-

off tent this year.  Maybe we should start a “rookie wiggle” competition next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEIGH-OFF HIGHLIGHTS 

Saturday Weigh Off     Sunday Weigh Off   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full results can be found later in this newsletter or at www.pumpkinfest.org.  Happy Holidays to all the Giant Vegetable Growers of 

Ontario and thanks again for making Port Elgin Pumpkinfest 2013 a great success.  We look forward to seeing you again in 2014!  

Good luck in this upcoming growing season.  On a personal note, I am very pleased to return to the position of Coordinator for Port 

Elgin Pumpkinfest.  If we can assist you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact the office at 1-800-387-3456.

Category Grower & Weight/Measurement 

Pumpkin Phil and Jane Hunt 1545 lbs 

Squash Phil and Jane Hunt 1233 lbs 

Watermelon Bryan Mailey 195 lbs 

Long Gourd Chris Lyons 131.50”  

Cornstalk Marvin Mitchell 247” 

Sunflower Jim and Kelsey Bryson 242.50” 

Tomato Fred Hain 4.95 lbs. 

Cabbage Eric Sundin 86 lbs 

Field Pumpkin Chris Lyons 128 lbs 

Other Jeff Warner – Heavy Beet 3.57lbs 

Hidden Weight Stephen Blanchard 

Howard Dill Nathan and Jennifer Veitch 

 
 Grower & Weight/Measurement 

Pumpkin Mike McAvity 1277.50lbs. 

Squash David McCallum 646 lbs 

Watermelon Bob and Elaine McKenzie 125 lbs 

Long Gourd Marvin Mitchell 110” 

Cornstalk Marvin Mitchell 237” 

Sunflower Marvin Mitchell 210” 

Tomato Doug Court 4.09 lbs 

Cabbage Tamri Ashton 45.5 lbs 

Field Pumpkin Bob and Elaine McKenzie 121.5 lbs 

Sunflower Face Marvin Mitchell 24” 

Other Jeff Warner – Swede Turnip 

Hidden Weight Courtney Ashton 

Fred Wuerth Bob MacKenzie 

Novice Grower Mike McAvity 

Howard Dill James Walker 

 

http://www.pumpkinfest.org/
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HHooww  TTiimm  MMaatthhiissoonn  ggrreeww  tthhee  22003322  

The GVGO would like to congratulate Tim Mathison on 
his new World Record Pumpkin weighing in at 2032.5#. 
His top 3 pumpkins weighed in at a mindboggling 
6000.5#. An incredible feat that will be very hard to 
match or beat. Tim has agreed to answer some 
questions for our membership. Thank you very much 
Tim for all your help & support. Our members  gratefully 
appreciated you sharing this info with them. We look 
forward to seeing you in Orlando or Niagara Falls. 

  Fall Prep. Can you give us a brief description of 
your normal fall prep? Any tips for our members?                                                      

Tim: Fall Prep. Planting our cover crop of Rye Grass with 
a light covering of compost. 

 Can you tell us a bit about the greenhouse you 
used? Was the fruit grown inside all season or did 
you take the cover off for the hot summer 
months? 

Tim: Constructing greenhouse was pretty easy, 
consisting of ¾” Diameter x 20’ long PVC pipe at 36” OC. 
Each end slide over a 3/8” x 36”rebar, with ½ of the pipe 
length stuck into the ground. Covered with a 20’ wide 
roll of Clear VisQueen greenhouse plastic. It is 
important to trench around the edges of the 
greenhouse to bury the greenhouse plastic. Plant was 
started in the house & then moved to the greenhouse 
when the 1st true leaf appeared. The greenhouse was 
kept on the plant until the plant had grown enough to 
reach the outside edges of the greenhouse. I opened 
each end of the greenhouse before I went to work each 
morning. This to prevent it from burning the plant.   

 Spring prep. Can you describe your spring prep of 
the soil? 

Tim: Spring Prep. Soil prep had to be completed before 
the installation of the greenhouse. This was approx. @ 
the end of March. I used Gypsum, Oyster Shells & 
Compost & tilled it down with the  cover crop that we 
added in the fall. Mycorrhizae Fungi & Root Shield were 
both used in the planting site & at each leaf node.  

 

 Tilling. Some growers only till their gardens once 
per year, some 4 or 5 times. What are your 
thoughts on this & how many times do you till 
your patch throughout the year. 

Tim: We only till once per year tilling down the cover 
crop after adding our spring amendments. I did do some 
minor tilling by hand to get down deeper because our 
tiller only goes down 8”.  

 Cover Crops. Which do you use & when do you 
plant it? 

Tim: Cover crop is just Rye grass. It is applied just prior 
to the 1st of the year. 

 What date do you start your seeds in the spring? 

Tim: We started the seeds on April 17th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WWRR  22003322  MMaatthhiissoonn  22001133  

 Questions often arise about pollination time and 
fruit set. Growers often have trouble with first sets 
and getting that right blossom in the sweet spot. 
Can you comment on any thoughts about 
techniques or procedure? 

Tim: I like to pollinate @ the last week in June.  I try to 
have a minimum of 8-10 side vines on each side before 
we pollinate. The 2032 was pollinated @ 14’ out. We 
did experience a heat wave @ the end of June, in 
which I used ice blocks around the females to help get 
a successful pollination.  

 

 

WWWooorrrlllddd   RRReeecccooorrrddd   222000333222   MMMaaattthhhiiisssooonnn   111333   
by: Phil Hunt 
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 What about plant size? How big are your plants at 
pollination time? What percent would this be 
compared to the final size of the plant? 

Tim: Plant size was 1100 Sq ft. First 4 secondary’s on 
each side were terminated @ 10 – 20’ in length. The 
fifth to ninth secondary’s were @ 32 – 44’ in length. 
Plants at the time of pollination were 60-70% of their 
final size at year’s end.  

 With last year’s warmer and hot sun, folks in 
Ontario began using shade cloth over the patches. 
Did you use shade cloth and if so, what was its sun 
blocking percentage? How long did you leave it 
on? If not was any other type of sun protection 
used on your plants? 

Tim: No shade cloth was used for sunshine protection. I 
use my sprinkler system – Micro Emitters on a Loop 
System. This came on for 2 minutes, every 10 minutes 
during the heat of the day. This was mostly used when 
temps spiked to over 85 degrees F. 

 Patch rotation, are you currently in a rotation 
program and can you comment on its cycle? 

Tim: No patch rotation program  

 Can you tell us about your watering system? What 
method do you use & why?  

Tim: We use Micro-Emitters. They were on 4’ risers, 
every 5’ apart throughout the patch. I believe I get 
better coverage than I would trying to water under the 
leaves.  

 On average, how much water do you give each 
plant per day during dry spells? Do you treat your 
water in any way? Ex. Adjust Ph, add fertilizers 
regularly, etc. What is your water source?  

 

Tim: I have never really counted my water output. I’ve 
just tried to keep the soil at a consistent moisture level. 
I use well water as our main source of water.   

 Do you use mulch for weed suppression or do you 
weed by hand? Any tips on weed control? 

Tim: I did use a lot of compost specifically to control the 
weeds. This was a 3-4” layer. During the end of the 
season I had to do a bit of hand weeding. 

 Can you tell us what you used for pest & disease 
problems? Did you have any major problems with 
pests or disease? 

Tim: I did weekly garlic sprays once the plants were put 
outside. This from garlic I produced. I crushed & soaked 
the garlic in 5 gal buckets for a couple weeks, then 
strained through some nylons to keep the sprayer from 
clogging up. I also use companion every two weeks. 
Early in the season I used Bayer's 3 in 1 Imidacloprid 
.47%. Mites & green spotted beetles have always been 
an issue for me if I didn’t stay on top of the sprays. 
Rootshield was used at every tap root. 

 Your season would be a dream season for anyone 
in this sport. We know that hard work, good soil & 
good luck is needed to have a great season, but 
what do you think were 2 of the most important 
things that helped you reach a new PB? 

Tim: I believe Mycorrhizal fungi from Extreme 
Gardening was probably the most reason for growing 
the World Record. This & the soil. My philosophy is to 
produce a great plant & it will produce a great fruit.  

 

Thanks again. Enjoy the off-season. Take care.  
Phil & Jane & all your friends at the GVGO. 

 

 

 

Place Weight Grower Name City State/Prov Country GPC Site Seed (Mother) Pollinator (Father) OTT Est. Weight Pct. Chart 

1 2,032.0 Mathison, Tim Napa California USA Uesugi Farms Pumpkin Park 2009 Wallace 1554 Mathison 475.0 2,000.00 2.0 
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CCooooll  tteemmppss  iinn  JJuullyy  &&  AAuugguusstt

The growing season in Southwestern Ontario saw lots 
of interesting results and things to report other than the 
usual weather comments. I promise I won’t say much 
about the weather other than I was blaming slow 
growth rates in my patch on the cool nights in July and 
August. Then I had a look over the fence into my 
neighbours back yard and saw this monster pumpkin 
growing larger every day. So much for my cold weather 
theory…Congrats Mike & Sheila McAvity for your 1st 
place finish on Sunday in Port Elgin with your 1277.5lb 
pumpkin. 

BBlluueewwaatteerr  GGrroowweerrss  &&  TThhrroowweerrss  

wweeiigghh--ooffff..  

 My weigh-off season started near Wallaceburg on a 
cool windy September day at the Bluewater Growers & 
Throwers weigh-off. Congratulations to Mike DeMars 
for his first win at BWG&T and a new personal best 
pumpkin weighing 843.7lbs. I think Mike will be seeing 
better results in the future after cutting that tree down 
and allowing more sunlight into his patch. As usual, the 
Bluewater event was a ton of fun with the compressed 
air pumpkin cannon, trailer mounted trebuchet, potato 
cannons and numerous other things on hand to amuse 
the crowd. The kids enjoyed the pumpkin decorating 
and a fun day was had by all. 

IIllddeerrttoonn  FFaaiirr  wweeiigghh--ooffff  

  GVGO member Sean Wardell had a great year, he won 
the Ilderton Fair weigh-off with a new PB pumpkin 
weighing 856lbs. Carl Thomas of Coldstream who 
helped Sean and grew his pumpkin in the same patch 
placed 2nd in Ilderton with 623lbs. I think we have Carl 
hooked on growing giant pumpkins so I see bigger 
things in the future from these growers. 
Congratulations guys, great showing this year! 

 Mike Aasman from Guelph had an amazing year with 
his new PB 1320lb pumpkin. Congratulations Mike, I 
followed your progress on Facebook this season and I  

 

know you put the time in. Doing the time in the patch is 
a key factor in any grower’s success. Great job! 

 Veteran grower and GVGO Hall of Fame member Fred 
Hain from London had a great year with a new personal 
best pumpkin weighing 1451lbs. Congratulations Fred, I 
look forward to seeing you and Dorothy at the 
Christmas dinner on Dec 7. 

  I had the pleasure of meeting two new growers from 
the Komoka area this season. Lucas Brown and Aaron 
Gunby are both first year growers and both attended 
the weigh-off in Port Elgin for the first time. Their 
season started with a purchase of Dill Atlantic Giant 
seeds from a TSC Store. They both grew very 
respectable fruit with Aaron’s pumpkin weighing 
467.5lbs and Lucas’s squash weighing 456.5lbs. Yes 
that’s right, both seeds came from the same pack, 1 
pumpkin and 1 big greenie judged a squash. 

    Lucas is now living in Mississauga and grew the 
squash there. Aaron lives in Ivan which is located just 
down the road from Komoka near Ilderton. After the 
weigh-offs, these guys made boats out of their fruit and 
went fishing in the Komoka ponds. Lucas caught about 
15 nice bass, maybe next year with a bigger fruit you 
will have room to make a live well.  I think I have 
talked these guys into becoming members of the GVGO 
and receiving our free seed pack next year and trying 
some of those seeds. Expect to see both of their names 
on the leader board in the future. Lucas just recently 
stated “We are coming to play with the big boys next 
year! Our motto, Grow big or grow home! H, ha, ha, 
can't wait!”  Congratulations guys, great first season! 

 

 

 

SSSooouuuttthhheeerrrnnn   OOOnnntttaaarrriiiooo   
by Pat Watson 

 

 

Lucas Brown 
& 

Aaron Gunby 
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Lucas Brown 

 The Norfolk County Fair was another big 

success this year with Joel Jarvis taking top spot with his 
1496lb pumpkin, 2nd place went to Milford Heartwick 
with 982lbs and George Lloyd a close 3rd with 980lbs. 
Eric Sundin won the squash category with 1094lbs 
followed by George Lloyd with 718lbs and Joel Jarvis 3rd 
with 664lbs. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bass Fishing, Lucas brown 

The 3rd annual Erin Fair Giant 
Pumpkin Weigh-off had their first GPC 

sanctioned event this fall with very impressive results. 
Congratulations to Richard Nieuwenhoff with a new PB 
and 1st place finish with his pumpkin weighing 1318lbs, 
Phil Joynson was 2nd with a new PB weighing 1293lbs 
and Ally Cleave finished 3rd with her 865lb PB. Speaking  

 

of personal bests, every single participant from 1st to 
20th had new personal bests. Larissa Nieuwenhoff was 
the Howard Dill award winner with her 473lb beauty in 
her 2nd year growing. Well over 200 people attended 
this Thursday evening event and I had the honour of 
being a judge. I must say I was very impressed with the 
local grower participation at this weigh-off. I’m sure the 
weights will continue increasing in 2014. I have been 
told the organizers have secured more sponsors for next 
year and plan to increase the prize payout. The prize 
payout this year was 1st place $1500 and 2nd place 
$1000. Great job Conrad and John, you guys have done 
amazing things to promote the hobby in your region. 

 Now that the weigh-offs are over, the GVGO is 
requesting seed donations for the 
membership seed packs and auction. 

Please be generous and donate as many as possible.  
The free seed packs are only as good as the donations 
received. We plan to send out approximately 300 seed 
packs again this year so we need lots of seeds to come 
in. Please mail them to Pat Watson PO Box 25 Komoka, 
Ontario N0L 1R0. If you wish to donate a few seeds for 
the auction please send them to the above address as 
well. Please let Russ or myself know if you plan to 
donate seeds for the auction so we can plan the lots. 
My email is karenpat@sympatico.ca or you can text me 
at 519-871-1781. My home phone number is 519-641-
1607 for those who don’t have a computer. 

 Finally, don’t forget to submit your 
Big Momma Growers Contest entry to 

me in order to be included in the contest. A copy of the 
rules and eligible seed list is included in this newsletter. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 I wish everyone a festive holiday season and a happy, 
healthy new year! 

 

Pat Watson 

GVGO SW Area Representative and Seed Coordinator 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:karenpat@sympatico.ca
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22001133  GGrroowweerrss  CCoonntteesstt  
results coming soon!  

1) The contest is open to all paid GVGO members. 

2) The top 3 pumpkin and squash grown off an eligible seed win a cash prize.  
3) All pumpkin and squash seeds donated to the GVGO membership seed packs are eligible to participate. 

4) The cash prize payouts are:  

Heaviest Pumpkin 1st- $500, 2nd- $250, 3rd- $125 
Heaviest Squash 1st- $300, 2nd- $150, 3rd- $75 

5) All entries must have been weighed on a digital scale at any organized weigh-off. 
6) All participating growers are responsible for reporting the weight of their entry before December 31, 2013 to 

Pat Watson via email, telephone or postal mail. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GVGO Memberships run from January 1st - December 31st 

 

                                       at GVGO.ca 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SSaalliiccyylliicc  aacciidd  ((SSAA))    
Plant hormone > Salicylic acid (SA) is a plant growth 
regulator, hormone or often termed 'plant growth 

substance'. The acid regulates plant growth, enhances 
leaves and the cells many chloroplasts. 
Photosynthesis, transpiration and cation uptake is 
augmented thus  helping to move nutrients into the 
plants xylem. SA is thought to internally signal plant 
defenses affecting  resistance to pathogens and 
switches on production of protective proteins. A 
Systemic Acquired Resistance (SAR) to the plants 
remote sinks is another protective feature of salicylic 
acid. Sprayed by foliar. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

                 More to come in the next Vine 

GVGO 

The  BBBiiiggg   MMMooommmmmmaaa   RRReeellloooaaadddeeeddd  
 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chloroplast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transpiration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systemic_acquired_resistance
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Well our growing season started out to be pretty sad to 
say the least! The temperatures really didn’t come 
around until the month of August. The resulted in low 
fruit entries at our fall weigh off. Our normal weigh-off 
entries are around 36 and this year we only topped out 
at 22. A bit low but the spectators still came out and 
made this event a huge success.  

1367 Pound Beauty 
 Our top winner this year was my 1367 pound beauty.  A 
personal best to boot! The Wallace’s were very 
generous with their seeds last year and this beauty was 
grown from the 2009 WR seed from 2012.  I will 
definitely grow the 1367 next year, it was the fastest 
grower in my patch. It’s looking like any offspring of the 
2009 Wallace will be a great seed to plant in 2014. You 
will definitely see the 1367 seed in your seed packs next 
year as I have plenty to share. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is an update on where I stand with the Murillo 
Giant pumpkin festival! I have resigned as an associate 
director for the Oliver Agricultural Society. They have  

 

hosted the current Murillo Pumpkin Festival. I had to 
become an associate member in order to raise funds for 
our weigh off. Being an associate member of the OAS 
has been extremely difficult over the past few years and 
I felt I could no longer be in that position. 

 The OAS concentrates on one thing, their fall fair. All 
the planning and preparation work for the last 7 years 
has always been done by one person, that one person 
has been me. 

Ben Johnson 2012 
GGVVGGOO  HHaallll  ooff  FFaammee  

We always have enough volunteers that show up day of 
the event, however it’s not enough. I felt it was time to 
step aside, in order to demonstrate that one person 
cannot do it alone! The Oliver Agricultural Society has 
made it clear that they do not want to continue hosting 
this event any further. 
 
 I am looking at another organization that may take on 
such an event and if that happens, it will be big! But if 
for some reason this organization backs out, the next 
step would be to try and form a pumpkin growers 
Association and start planning for 2014.   
 
I believe a pumpkin growers association should have 
been formed a long time ago and maybe we wouldn’t 
be in this position. I would love to see such a great 
event to continue but we must work together as a 
group! Otherwise it will fail. 
  
 I would like to thank the GVGO for their help as a 
sponsor for the Murillo pumpkin weigh off, and hope 
they can continue to sponsor a new event for northern 
Ontario in the future

 

NNNooorrrttthhheeerrrnnn   OOOnnntttaaarrriiiooo      
by: Ben Johnson 

 

Ben's 1367 
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a true growing account, by: Rocco Brewer 
     For the past several years a fellow grower has been 
haunted by an apparition. His vision of the phantom is 
however very elusive.  It remains hard to comprehend 
its undeviating significance or originating source. It is 
not a bona fide ghost and it has never been seen by 
anyone else. Even though he frequently witnesses it 
twice or more each and every day, it's only imagined. 

    The meager and weary growers mind views it as a 
spirit of what should have been... but never was. The 
ghastly and haunting image is observed over and over 
again. Several times a week he finds it lurking about in 
the morning shadows or graying dusk filled evening. 
Often it is hidden on the televisions dial in a phone 
number or in the address of any house on any street. 

""  tthhee  gghhaassttllyy  hhaauunnttiinngg  iimmaaggee  iiss  
oobbsseerrvveedd  oovveerr  aanndd  oovveerr  aaggaaiinn""  

   The figure that appears is mysteriously no more than 
plainly a three digit number. That is all it is! For this 
grower however it might as well signal the end of time. 
This number appears twice on a calendar day and 730 
times a year.  It only exists for 120 ticks on the daily 
grandfather clock. 

    It adds up to a daily double torment that rears its ever 
so dark green head in the growers direction all too 
regularly.  8:48 is that time and the number is also the 
story of one of the very best seeds from the famous  
Mackenzie squash seed line.  

-----------------------------------------------
--- 

 

 

Join at GVGO.ca 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Mackenzie poses with his 1063.5 pound world 

record squash and his wife Elaine's 1003 pound squash, 

both grown in 2005 

The 848* is this growers nightmarish fish story. Happily 
growing in his patch this 848* was indeed headed down 
the garden path as the "big one that got away".  

    So gigantic in fact it had gotten Bob's attention when 
on an early September morning he sent the grower an 
email.  

BBoobb  nnoottiicceedd  aa  ""DDiillll  RRiinngg""  

   The grower had just posted a picture of this 848* on 
bigpumpkins.com. Bob had noticed a "Dill Ring" 
intersecting a rib in the photo. He was alerting the 
obscure innovative grower to the possible perils of a 
split at the junction point.  

   The novel unheralded rookie cultivator had just 
checked the fruit only an hour before and nothing was 
amiss. Hardly alarmed but well aware of this potential 
pitfall he trotted out to patch with camera and coffee in 
hand.    

The fruit was sitting beautifully as an enormously 
serrated rock in the garden. Dark and true green as 
green can be it was deeply ribbed and nearly fully 
mature. It towered high above its jungle like canopy 
proclaiming its birth right as an off spring of its 
prodigious mother. Still growing nearly 15 pounds per 
day it was a budding sensation to the squash world and 
was certainly to be a record breaker in its day.  
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ssttiillll  ggrroowwiinngg  1155  ppoouunnddss    ppeerr  ddaayy  

   The grower rounded the corner of the shed and 
peered at the green goblin and its believed offending 
junction from a distance. He barely noticed a smudge in 
the area of concern. Walking ever closer he became 
aware of a pocked marked infinitesimal and seemly 
anxiety driven incision in the skin. What he saw is as 
ever present in his mind today as each time he observes 
that dreaded phantom 848 numeral that repeatedly 
haunts his psyche.  

RRiibb  SSpplliitt  ==  AAnn  iinntteerrsseeccttiinngg  tteeaarr  

ooff  tthhee  ffrruuiitt  sskkiinn  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccaavviittyy  

    The grower reached down to the ground and picked 
up a light, brown and very narrow eight inch piece of 
straw. He fashioned it to probe the minuscule rib split.  

   This could not be possible he muttered to the minions 
of  tall, plumb and swaying leaves gazing his way. He 
contemplated what he knew was the worst case result.  

    Disconcertingly, he poked that piece of arrant left 
over hay into the tapered crevice hoping it would hit a 
shallow bottom. Pausing before he let hold of its grasp 
he could not bring himself to quarry the straw any 
deeper. Suddenly he let go.... Gone was the straw! For it 
had fallen into the catacombs of the deep dark canyon 
far below.  

ggoonnee  wwaass  tthhee  ssttrraaww!!  

 

 

 

Lady luck was not on the growers side that morning. 
The dream of respectable success came tumbling down 
and was squelched and crushed by a Rib split. In a wisp 
of time the green eyed monster 848* growing in that 
"Garden of Eden" had disintegrated into the story of the 
"Big One That Got away". 

11007733**  LLaannddrryy  aass  ppoosstteedd  oonn  bbpp..ccoomm  

Russ Landry's 848* was entered unofficially as the 

1073* Landry 06 estimated 

 

-----------------------------------------------

CCCooorrrnnn   gggllluuuttteeennn   mmmeeeaaalll (CGM) or corn protein is a byproduct of corn processing that has 

historically been used as an animal feed. CGM can be used as a pre-emergent organic herbicide in garden patches. 
 

 

   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byproduct
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maize
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TThhee  AAGG  ccllaassss  ooff  22001133  

By:  Al Eaton 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The results of the 2013 competitions have 
been with us for a few weeks now. Thanks to 
the GPC listings on bigpumpkins.com. 
Anyone can see the individual results but it is 
interesting to take a look at the bigger picture 
as the Darwinian evolution of the AG gene pool 
adds another successful year. 
 
     Near the top of the GPC list this year some 
amazing facts appear: 
 

 a new WR of 2032 pounds by Tim 
Mathison of Napa CA, grown from the 
WR “2009 Wallace 12”,which was 
grown from the WR “1725 Harp 09”.  

 the world’s # 2, the “1985 Miller 13” 
was also grown on the WR “2009 
Wallace 12”. 

 the top 4 in the world were grown in 
Napa, CA and 3 of them by Tim 
Mathison. 

 the “1409.5 Miller 10” is a grandparent 
on the mother’s side of each pedigree of 
those top four. In other words, 50% of 
the genes that grew the top four in the 
world came from Gary Miller’s garden 
in Napa, CA. 

 of the top 50 official AGs on the GPC list, 
30% of them were grown in California.  

 
These amazing facts speak for themselves and 
California's new all time top ten average of  

 
1796 pounds and first place ranking on the 
ipga.us list is well deserved. After California, 
let’s jump across North America and look at 
the #5 AG. Grown by Bill and Dawn Northrup 
near Sussex, New Brunswick weighing 1813 
pounds at Windsor, Nova Scotia.  
 
      I just happened to be in Windsor on Oct 5 
and can vouch that it was a beautiful specimen 
with a good shape, modest rib structure and a 
tinge of pale yellow in colour. This AG  is # 2 in 
Canada all time, after the WR “1818.5 Bryson 
11”. 
      The top 50 AGs on the GPC list include most 
of the top AGs in the world and for my 
purposes certainly identify the top surviving 
players in the AG gene pool. 

 

Where were the top 50 grown?  
 
Canada 3, Germany 3, UK 1, CA 15, WI 5, PA 5, 
OH 3, WA 3, MN 3, NY 3, MA 2, CT 1, MI 1, IL 1, 
VT 1                      Total=50 
 

Birth years of the top 50 mothers. 
  
2013-2,  2012-27,  2011-8,  2010-12,  2009-1 
 
     The “220.3 DeBacco13” was grown over the 
winter of 2012-13 and became the mother of 
the “1744.5 Fulk 13” and the “1734.5 Steil 13”. 
A ground breaking event.  
    
    Also note that 58% of the top fifty 
were grown with “unproven” seed 
from the previous year. 
 
      These are just a few of the summarized 
facts from the 2013 GPC crop. Information on 
the survivors in the gene pool behind the 2013 
crop to follow.     
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John Vincent 

GVGO: John most growers at this time of year want to 

know about patch prep. Can you please describe your prep 

for the coming season in detail. 

 We grow a lot of late maturing vegetables so we 

don’t generally start patch prep until mid-November. 

This can present its challenges as sometimes it gets 

too wet to get things done before freeze up.  First, I 

remove all residues from the patch and transfer to 

the compost pile. 

  If its dry enough, I will deep rip every 2-3 ft. Then I 

apply a layer of leaves if available, usually 100-150 

leaf bags to my planned planting area, which is 

approximately 65ft x 70ft or about 4900sq.ft. I then 

apply a layer of composted material. Usually 

Mushroom compost. About every 3-4 years I will 

use composted manure. This year is Manure year. I 

have a good supply of well-aged sheep manure 

(approximately 10 years). I will apply 6 manure 

spreader loads, approximately 50 yards total to this 

area. That’s about 10 yards per 1000 sq. ft. 

 Then I mold board plow to mix all of the materials 

together and allow to “stew” all winter. I have the 

advantage of having equipment to do this so it make 

the process fairly easy. The ground is left “raw” all 

winter. I do not work it down or use cover crops of 

any kind. I have tried this but our soil tends to be 

cold and wet in the spring and cover crops or access 

tillage in the fall slow the soil warming up in the 

spring.  

GVGO: John questions often arise about pollination 
time and fruit set. Growers will have trouble with first sets 
and getting that right blossom in the sweet spot. Can you 
comment on any thoughts about techniques or procedure?  

 I have some pretty specific ideas in this regard. First 

off, I never pollinate a flower that I wouldn’t keep, 

i.e. if it’s too close, to early, malformed or 3 lobes. I 

assume that the first flower will be the keeper and all 

others are back-ups. Sometimes I will only 

pollinated two on a plant. The main fruit and 1 back 

up. If it's not right, I pick it off. I cover both the male 

and the female flowers the night before opening with 

zip lock sandwich baggies. I have found that I have 

very high pollination success and I believe that the 

baggies, especially over the male flowers help with 

this.  

 My theory is that plants give off ethylene gas. 

Ethylene gas is the substance that ripens fruit. For 

example, if you zip lock bag a banana, it will ripen 

very quickly. It's the trapped ethylene gas that causes 

this. Zip locking the male traps the gas and ripens 

the pollen. Bagging the female also help it to 

“bloom”. Usually when I pull the baggie off in the 

morning, the flower bursts open, ready for pollen. 

When using other methods, the flower opening can 

be variable and could reduce the chances of 

conception. 

  A side benefit from bagging is protection from 

heavy Dew or rain. If it is wet out in the morning of 

pollination, I will re-tent the female to protect from 

rain, but leave the bottom open.  

 This can be risky because if the sun comes out, it can 

bake the flower. Females are always tied shut with 

Butcher cord after pollination. New pollinations are 

covered with a white sheet as soon as possible, and 

usually a chair or other structure to protect from hail 

or wind. 

 GVGO: What about plant size? How big are your 
plants at pollination time? What percentage size of the 
final size would your plants be at this time? 

 I think everyone’s situation us unique. What seems 

to work well for me is a 750sq.ft. plant, that is 

approximately 20 x 35. I grow in a modified spider 

pattern, only allowing growth behind the fruit. I train  
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the secondary vines to grow ahead of the fruit to fill 

in the space.  

 Distance out depends a lot of the weather from year 

to year. I like to have a min of 10-12 feet out and a 

set by the 20-25th of June if possible. In an ideal 

spring, I like to have 60-70% of the plant at this time 

or at least 500ft2 of plant. This can be very hard to 

do some years. If you look at what our friends to the 

south are doing, they find it much easier to be 

pollinating with a 500 to 600 sq. ft. plant. Our 

climates are similar, but they often have warmer 

nights in early June making this possible. I believe 

this is very important in getting a big pumpkin. 

GVGO: What factors do you feel are important in 
growing your monster veggies 

 Plant health is critical. This can’t be understated. The 

successful growers are the ones that stay on top of 

this. This means foliar feeding. This means proper 

disease prevention. Notice I said prevention, not 

waiting until there’s a problem then looking for a 

cure. Proper insect control and prevention (see 

previous comment).  

 The use of biological products such as RootShield, 

Companion, Azos, Actinovate and 

Mychorrizza  etc. cannot be understated. These 

products are all useful in establishing a diversified 

biology in your garden and help maintain plant 

health. 
  I quite often get comments late in the fall about how 

healthy my plants look. This is because of the use of 

all these materials. Another important product is 

compost tea. I at one time considered it voodoo. I 

believe strongly is the use of the material. It helps 

diversity of beneficial organisms and improves 

overall plant health. What is holding me back is 

time. To be successful, you need to be in your patch 

every day. 

 GVGO: After all your years of studying plant science 
and many years growing has your appetite for information 
waned? John we know you spend a great deal of time in the 
off season on research and trying to find new products is 

there anything new you are you interested in?  

 I’m searching right now for a new insecticide, 

specifically a systemic with better efficacy on 

SVB’s. The SVB’s are getting through most existing 

products and we need something new. Also I plan to 

try some new fungicides next year in order to rotate 

to the main ones I use now. Currently my main 

fungicides are myclobutanil (Eagle, Nova) and 
PYRACLOSTROBIN (headline, Cabrio), used in 

rotation.  
 I am extremely interested in salicylic acid, the active 

ingredient in willow bark and asprin. This product in 

combination with Phosphite will be a tremendous 

help in improving overall plant health.  

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salicylic_acid 

GVGO: John along with growing giant squash & 
cabbage you’ve been on the leading edge of growing 
technology for many, many years. What is your secret in 
staying current with the ever changing science of growing 
these monster fruit you pump out of your patch? 

 Ready and networking with others is the key. 

Definitely being a certified crop advisor (CCA) has 

put me in a position to hear about some cutting edge 

technology. If I hear about something new and I 

think it will help the giants, I try it myself and see 

what happens. Many growers won't take any risks. 

They will not try something until 4 other guys have 

tried it and say it's ok. That’s not for me. No pain, no 

gain.  

GVGO: Re: your work on the GPC. Why is the GPC 
important to growers in Ontario and both nationally and 
internationally? Can you describe your duties 
& responsibilities?  

 I am a director at large. In general I am responsible 

for Ontario and Quebec. I am going into my second 

year of my second 4 year term. My term will be over 

at the end of 2016, at which time I must step down 

as per the bylaws and a replacement will need to be 

found. I am the vice president of the association. I 

am also in charge of the early tomato competition, 

the Hall of fame and the Vine of honour.  

 Time requirements are generally pretty light between 

April and November. In the winter we begin our 

winter meetings which take place via Skype, every 

Sunday morning for 2 hrs from mid-November until 

the end of February. There is also a large volume of 

email back and forth on a daily basis all year round 

 The GPC is very important as it promotes the hobby 

on a world-wide basis, attracts large sponsors that 

contribute dollars that go towards awards and 
recognition and also helps to provide a platform of 

fair play and consistency between growers and 

weigh offs. The GPC has become the go to 

authority for setting world records in all the 

vegetables it sanctions.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salicylic_acid
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GVGO: John what is next for the GPC? 

 We have been working with Ken Desrosier of 

BP.com to get a new genetics data base up and 

running to replace the collapsed AGGC. I think this 

is hugely important. 

 GVGO: With your family and work life, the GPC and 

running the Wellington weigh-off, the 4H club and all of 
your other duties you must be crazy busy, how do you ever 
make time for growing?  

 

I don’t. That’s the problem. I tend to take on way too 

much. It's definitely caused stress in my work and with 

my family. Life is about balance. Don’t be surprised if I 

back off from some of what I’ve been doing. Don’t get 

me wrong. I love giant vegetables and growing. Giant 

Pumpkins are king but they take the most work. Some of 

the more minor veggies can also be rewarding and 

require less attention. This is where I may focus for the 

next few years.  

 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

 

                                                                                                         ----------------------------------------------- 

 

Niagara Falls, International Giant Vegetable Growers Convention ends its run 

Many discussions and options were considered, but ultimately it was decided that we need to be supporting the 

growers who make our event possible, YOU - the Giant Vegetable Growers of Ontario (GVGO)! It was passed 

unanimously to request a partnership with the GVGO Executive to allow us the opportunity to present the 

"Orange Jacket" at their annual Spring Seminar.  I am happy to report that the GVGO has agreed to this.  
TThheerreeffoorree,,  PPoorrtt  EEllggiinn  PPuummppkkiinnffeesstt  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  pprreesseenntt  tthhee  OOrraannggee  JJaacckkeett  aanndd  llaarrggee  ttrroopphhyy,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  ccoommee  ttoo  bbee  kknnoowwnn  aass  SStteewwyy,,  

ttoo  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  ppuummppkkiinn  ggrroowwnn  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaallllyy  eeaacchh  yyeeaarr,,  ((pprroovviiddeedd  tthheerree  iiss  pprrooooff  ooff  wweeiigghhtt  oonn  ssccaalleess,,  aass  wweellll  aass  wwiittnneessss  aaccccoouunnttss))..   

WWee  ffeeeell  tthhee  OOrraannggee  JJaacckkeett  iiss  aa  vveerryy  ssppeecciiaall  aawwaarrdd  aanndd  ccoonnssiiddeerr  iitt  aann  hhoonnoouurr  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  gguuaarrddiiaannss  ooff  ssuucchh  aa  pprriizzee..    WWee  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  

ffuunnddrraaiissee  ((wwiitthh  sseeeedd  aauuccttiioonnss  oorr  ootthheerrwwiissee))  ttoo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoovveerr  tthhee  ccoossttss  aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  OOrraannggee  JJaacckkeett  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  aanndd  wwee  llooookk  

ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  yyoouurr  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ssuuppppoorrtt  ooff  tthheessee  ffuunnddrraaiissiinngg  eennddeeaavvoouurrss..    

SShhoouulldd  tthhee  OOrraannggee  JJaacckkeett  wwiinnnneerr  bbee  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  GGVVGGOO  SSpprriinngg  SSeemmiinnaarr,,  tthheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  wweellccoommee  ttoo  sseenndd  aa  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  ttoo  

aacccceepptt  oonn  tthheeiirr  bbeehhaallff  oorr  aa  PPoorrtt  EEllggiinn  PPuummppkkiinnffeesstt  rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee  wwiillll  aacccceepptt  aanndd  tthheenn  ccoouurriieerr  tthhee  jjaacckkeett  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffoorrmmaall  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  

hhaass  bbeeeenn  mmaaddee..  

IIff  yyoouu  wwiisshh  ttoo  sseenndd  aannyy  iinnppuutt  oorr  ccoommmmeennttss,,  pplleeaassee  eemmaaiill  iinnffoo@@ppuummppkkiinnffeesstt..oorrgg  

FFiinnaallllyy,,  oonn  aa  ppeerrssoonnaall  nnoottee,,  II''dd  lliikkee  ttoo  tthhaannkk  tthhee  llooyyaall  aatttteennddeeeess  ooff  oouurr  NNiiaaggaarraa  SSeemmiinnaarr  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  ssuuppppoorrtt  oovveerr  oouurr  1166  

yyeeaarr  hhiissttoorryy..    II''mm  ssuurree  II''llll  sseeee  yyoouu  aaggaaiinn  aatt  aann  uuppccoommiinngg  GGVVGGOO  eevveenntt..    HHaavvee  aa  hhaappppyy  hhoolliiddaayy  sseeaassoonn  aanndd  pprroossppeerroouuss  22001144  ggrroowwiinngg  

sseeaassoonn..    

  

 

  

  

NNNiiiaaagggaaarrraaa   FFFaaallllllsss   IIIGGGVVVGGGCCC   
by Sally Hunt 
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                        By: Al Eaton 

   Almost every year there is a new world record AG with the grower showered in prizes and great publicity, rightly so. At 
the same time there are numerous top growers behind the latest record and in the gene pool and it is interesting to look 
a little deeper and give some of these people recognition. One way I like to do this is to look at the pedigrees of the 
official top 50 AGs on the GPC list and try to determine where the latest crop came from. 

   On the mother’s pedigree of the top 50,it is easy to count up how many times certain AGs appear and of course the 
more they appear the more important they are. The first number shows the number of repeated appearances. 

2012 2011 2010 2009 

4-2009 Wallace 5-1789 Wallace 12-1409 Miller 24-1725 Harp 
4-1730 Werner 4-1494 Bordson 12-1495 Stelts 21-1421 Stelts 
3-1756 Lancaster 2-1554 Mathison 9- 1596 Werner 15-1622 Young 
2-1676 Daletas 2-1647 Wallace 6-1810 Stevens 13-1658 Young 
2-1770 Leiber 13 - Singles 4-1468 Stevens 9-1462 Starr 
2-220 DeBacco'13  4-1554 Rose 8-1303 Sweet 
12 - Singles  4-1662 Liggett 5-1488 Marsh 
  3-1674 Marsh 4-1544 Revier 
  3-1381 Checkon 2-1661 Stelts 
  2-1605 Sweet 2-1678 Hunt 
  2-1274 Stelts 4 - Singles 
  6 - Singles  
 
 

2008 2007 2006 2005 

14-1288 Wallace 77-1385 Jutras 34-1450 Wallace 33-1231 Pukos 
10-1528 Starr 46-1161 Rodonis 29-904 Stelts 26-998 Pukos 
9-1026 Young 19-1207 Young 17-985 Werner 4-991 Urena 
6-1413 Werner 4-1306 Jutras 2-227 Leland 4-1407 Wolf 
2 - Singles 3 - Singles 2 - Singles 0 - Singles 

 
 

2004 2003 2002 2001 

13-1446 Eaton 60-1068 Wallace 2-842 Eaton 15-898 Knauss 
13-1420 LaRue 23-1370 Rose 0 - Singles 6-1260 Weir 
0 - Singles 4-664 Liggett  0 - Singles 
 4-1180 Daletas   
 2 - Singles   

 

   Thus in this view of the AG gene pool, there are 56 “repeat” and 44 “single” ancestors within 4 generations and over a 
12 year span. These are the AGs that have successfully passed down their genes in a very tough competitive situation. 
Just think of the 1000s of AGs that have fallen by the wayside over the years. Those genes did not survive! 

    I expect that these above individual growers will be pleased to see the relative importance of some of their past 
creations.                                      
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1813 Northrup 13 

   Fall has arrived and what an exciting time of year!  It’s 
finally time for the pumpkins to hit the scales!  Let the 
weigh-offs begin! 

   The first weigh-off was held in Neguac, NB on 
September 22nd.  Growers from around the Province 
made their way with dark clouds looming over the 
horizon.  The weigh-off began with a moment of silence 
in memory of Edmund Hemphill who passed away this 
fall.  Edmund’s passion in life was growing giant 
pumpkins.  He will be sadly missed. There were a total 
of 17 entries.  Crowds were smaller this year because of 
torrential rain but the rain did not dampen the crowd’s 
enthusiasm!  Gail Ebbett won the Howard Dill award.  
Charles Ebbett and Bill & I battled it out for second and 
third spot and Charles came in third with a weight of 
985 and Bill & I secured second spot with a 998.  
Laurent Mallet tipped the scales with a whopping 1318.  
A fun time was had by all! 

EEddmmuunndd’’ss  ppaassssiioonn  iinn  lliiffee  wwaass  ggrroowwiinngg  

ggiiaanntt  ppuummppkkiinnss  

   The next weigh-off was The Annapolis Valley Giant 
Vegetable Growers at Glad Gardens in Waterville which 
was held on Saturday September 28th.  It was a beautiful 

sunny day!  There were 16 entries this year.  Third place 
went to Frank Ansems with a weight of 998 pounds.  
Second spot was held by Andrew Ansems with his 1031 
and first place went to Fred Ansems with a whopping 
1122. It was a very exciting day at Glad Gardens as Fred 
Ansems also broke the world record for the long gourd 
measuring 139.25 inches!!!  

 Congratulations Fred!!! 

WWoorrlldd  RReeccoorrdd  LLoonngg  GGoouurrdd  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WR 139.25 Ansems 13 

Edmunston held their weigh-off on Sunday September 
29th.  It was a beautiful day with temperatures soaring 
in the mid 20’s.  Thousands of spectators came out for 
this event!!!  Bill & I won the event with a weight of 
998.5 and also won the Howard Dill award. 

The 29th annual Windsor-West Hants Pumpkin Weigh-
off was held on October 5th.  We were honored that Al 
& Sharon Eaton from Ontario were able to come and 
watch the weigh-off.  Ronald Crowell won the heaviest 
squash category with a weight of 832 pounds. Alisha 
Bowes-Trinacty placed first with a 116 pound 
watermelon.  The heaviest field pumpkin grown by 
Russell Coolen weighed 134 pounds. Fred Ansem won 
the long gourd category 137.5. Entries were down with 
only 19 pumpkins entered this year. One of the reasons 
that contributed to this was poor growing conditions in 
June & July.  The site did have 9 pumpkins over 1000 
pounds this year.  Leo Swinamer secured third spot with 

NNNEEEWWWSSS   FFFRRROOOMMM   TTTHHHEEE   EEEAAASSSTTT   CCCOOOAAASSSTTT   
by: Dawn Northrup 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=CiaHG5DfOmAmgM&tbnid=C9xaEvBIAC6gqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://worldsbiggestpumpkins.com/&ei=zlloUonlMdOpkAfv2oDIAQ&bvm=bv.55123115,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGq9W5Ug9r-c7xrbGFl2dGFufKYXA&ust=1382656839017368
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a weight of 1283 pounds.  Brian Kenneally took second spot with a weight of 1381. The crowd watched in anticipation as 
our hefty pumpkin was carefully lowered on the scale with the forklift.  The announcer barely finished yelling 1813 
pounds when I jumped into Bill’s arms, I have never been so excited in my life!   
---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Atlantic Canada Record 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11881133LLaarrggeesstt  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  
Millville Community Centre held their weigh-off on 
October 5th.  They had 7 entries in total and 2 were 

exhibition only.  John MacKinnon and Joe King battled it 
out and John MacKinnon came in third with a weight of  

909.  Joe King came in second with a weight of  940.  
The winner was Mahmood Naqui with a weight of 1065.  

Congratulations to John MacKinnon for winning the 
field pumpkin category with a weight of 131 pounds! 

Prince Edward Island held their 20th annual weigh-off 
on October 12th.  Hundreds came out to see some 
massive pumpkins, drink some cider, and go for a 
tractor ride.  Kid’s activities included “gourd bowling 
and a pumpkin toss.  Alan Aten won first place with his 
1045 pound pumpkin! 

Now it is time to turn those pumpkins into boats and 
let the races begin!  The 15th annual pumpkin regatta 
was held on Sunday October 13th.  Thousands of 
spectators came out to watch and cheer on the 
pumpkin paddlers!  

TThhoouussaannddss  ooff  ssppeeccttaattoorrss  cchheeeerreedd  
 There were about 50 colourful pumpkin boats this year!  
Several of the giant gourds were painted pink in support 
of the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.  Frank 
Mueller paddled “Leo’s Racer” and took first place this 

was Mueller’s second regatta, and he was proud to live 
up to the expectations of his pumpkin paddling mentor, 
regatta veteran Leo Swinamer. 

Bill & I had the opportunity to experience NYC with our 
pumpkin this fall.  This was a trip of a life time and I 
hope every grower gets to experience this once in their 
lifetime.  Big thank you to the GPC and New York 
Botanical Gardens for making this event happen!  We 
rented a moving a truck to transport the world record 
long gourd grown by Fred Ansems and we took our 
1813 pumpkin as well as one more in our patch. We 
crossed the border and headed for Rhode Island to 
attend their weigh-off. We placed 6th with a weight of 
1024.5.  What a fun day!  It was awesome to see our 
pumpkin friends again and meet new ones! 

Highlights of NYC included the Kelly & Michael Show, 
watching Ray carving out the pumpkins and touring 
around the city with our pumpkin friends sharing lots of 
laughs! These treasured memories will be sure to last a 
life time!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New York City's "Giant Pumpkin Carving Weekend" 
kicked off at Grand Central Station Friday.  Our 
pumpkin was chosen to go! After being carved it was 
brought back to the NY Botanical gardens and put on 
display at the main entrance.  Thousands of spectators 
came out to the gardens during the weekend to enjoy 
the “Haunted Gardens”. 

Looking forward to another exciting year in 2014! 
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TThhee  BBiiggggeesstt  BBiigg  PPuummppkkiinnss    

WWoorrlldd  RReeccoorrdd  

22,,003322  CCaalliiffoorrnniiaa,,  UUSSAA..  22001133..  

LLaarrggeesstt  UUnnooffffiicciiaall  

22,,332288  SSwwiittzzeerrllaanndd,,  EEuurroo..  22001133..  

CCaannaaddaa  RReeccoorrdd  

11,,881188..55  QQuueebbeecc,,  22001111..  

OOnnttaarriioo  RReeccoorrdd  

11,,668844  PPiicckkeerriinngg,,  22001122..  

CCaannaaddaa  LLaarrggeesstt  22001133  

11881133  SSuusssseexx,,  NNeeww  BBrruunnsswwiicckk  

 

 

WWhhaatt  iiss  CCoommppoossttiinngg??    

Composting is the biological decomposition of organic materials by microorganisms under controlled, aerobic 

conditions to a relatively stable humus-like material called compost. 

 As water evaporates, the carbon breaks down and is lost as carbon dioxide, the compost volume decreases and 

the phosphorous and most other nutrients become more concentrated. Some nitrogen will be lost during 

composting and some will convert from readily available forms (nitrate and ammonia) to more stable organic 

forms that are slowly released to crops. It has been estimated that less than 15% of the nitrogen in compost (that 

has been applied to the soil) will be released in the first crop year compared to 50-60% for uncomposted dairy 

manure. The nutrient value of compost can be highly variable depending on the materials being composted and 

the composting system used. 

The finished volume of the compost is frequently 40-60% of the original compost feedstock volume. The 

compost process reduces the volume to be handled and transported to the field utilization site. It also 

concentrates many of the nutrients in the compost material compared to their concentrations in the original 

materials. Well-managed compost reduces odours and runoff moisture to reduce potential environmental 

hazards. http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/engineer/facts/05-023.htm#what 
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   During autumn's shortening days the amount of green chlorophyll in the leaves of trees is 

reduced. Carotenoids the underlying yellow and orange pigments become more visible. 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

KKiinneettiinn      
Kinetin is a type of cytokinin, a class of plant hormone that promotes cell division and delays senesence.  
   Kinetin > has been thoroughly tested for its powerful anti-aging effects. 
 

                                                                                   

BBBeeesssttt   LLLiiinnnkkksss   
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kinetin                                                             

Neil  
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 By: Joe Ailts, 11/2013 

Within the realm of hobby gardening exists a sub-
culture of competitive enthusiasts whose sole purpose 
is propagating giant pumpkins for maximum weight. 
Dill's Atlantic Giant (Cucurbita maxima) has been the 
variety of choice for nearly 40 years as giant pumpkin 
growers across the globe strive to produce the largest 
fruit in the plant kingdom.  As of 2013, the heaviest 
pumpkin ever grown in the USA weighed in at 2032lbs.  
Producing a fruit of this size is dependent upon a 
number of genetic and environmental factors, including 
climate, gardening practices, pest control, and soil 
fertility.  Of these factors, soil fertility is arguably the 
area in which the competitive enthusiast has the 
greatest degree of influence. Underneath the umbrella 
of soil fertility, it can also be argued that soil organic 
matter (SOM) management is a primary consideration 
for the long-term sustainability of consistently 
productive giant pumpkin patches. While the majority 
of giant pumpkin growers recognize that SOM is an 
important facet of a productive garden, few understand 
principles of effective SOM management. This essay will 
explore fundamental considerations of SOM 
management in a small garden setting with a focus on 
building SOM for maximizing giant pumpkin output.     

The principles and data reported from the sources included in 
this essay almost exclusively present information in the 
context of maximizing yield in grain cropping systems. 
Bushels per acre and maximum poundage are vastly different 
goals in production. However, the philosophies underlying 
the build-up and maintenance of healthy SOM apply across 
the spectrum of agricultural achievement.  

"The depletion of the soil humus supply is apt to be 
a fundamental cause of lowered crop yields" 

"The depletion of the soil humus supply is apt to be a 
fundamental cause of lowered crop yields" (Hills et al, 1908). 
The association between yield and SOM has been recognized 
for over 100 years, yet there remains much ambiguity 
regarding what SOM is, how it functions, and why it is a 
determinant of soil productivity. Since Hills' 1908 declaration, 
investigators across many disciplines have scientifically 
established the positive relationship between SOM and yield. 
As evidence, Lucas et al (1977) state that a critical factor 
driving yield potential in non-irrigated systems is soil carbon. 
To illustrate this concept, data from Michigan corn producing 
areas is presented that shows yield potential increased 21.1% 

for each absolute 1% increase in soil carbon.  In another 
study, Cardwell (1982) reported that Minnesota corn yield 
has suffered a 13% decline between 1930-1979 due to 
declining SOM.  Studies such as these illuminate the benefits 
of SOM on productivity. There appears to be no other 
manageable variable in agricultural production that has such 
drastic and broad scale impact as enhancing SOM.  

The dead fraction of SOM is made up of the 
living that are no longer alive 

Magdoff  and Van Es (2009) provides a simplistic and practical 
definition/categorization of SOM: the living, the dead and the 
very dead.  SOM can be analyzed and classified in any number 
of ways; Magdoff's description serves as a palatable way to 
characterize the complexities of this invaluable resource.  The 
living fraction of SOM contains plants and animals, roots, 
worms, bacteria, fungi, parasites, and a host of other 
creatures that call the soil home.  The dead fraction of SOM is 
made up of the living that are no longer alive: root, worm, 
bacterium, fungus, and parasite corpses in various states of 
decay, primarily serving as the food source for the present 
and future generations of living creatures. Lastly, the very 
dead fraction of SOM is made up of previously living residues 
and organisms that have decomposed as far as they can go, 
leaving a stable collection of complex compounds referred to 
as "humus".   

Each of the categories of SOM plays a myriad of important 
roles in soil health and fertility and, ultimately, pumpkin 
patch productivity.  Some of the major effects of SOM on soil 
and plants include plant nutrition (nutrients from 
decomposing organic matter and increased plant nutrient & 
water storage capacity), beneficial effects on soil organisms, 
enhanced soil tilth, pH buffering, and protection against 
harmful chemicals.  Indeed, building and sustaining healthy 
SOM levels is an effective means to increase the likelihood of 
producing giant pumpkins.  

Simplistically, SOM dynamics are a function of carbon-in vs 
carbon-out.  In the context of a pumpkin patch, this concept 
has practical implications.  Giant pumpkin patches are, 
effectively, a monoculture system whereby the crop is 
harvested every year and above-ground biomass is not 
typically returned to the soil. Pumpkins are hauled away for 
contest and vegetation is commonly removed as a means to 
minimize disease pressure.  Therefore, in the absence of 
external inputs, carbon input is limited to the contributions of 
the root system. Additionally, frequent tillage (> 2 X per 
growing season) is employed as a means to incorporate soil 
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amendments, reduce weed pressure, and loosen the soil bed 
for vine management practices.  Six et al (1999) report that 
conventional tillage is a significant contributor to the 
reduction of SOM.  Taken as a whole, the practice of giant 
pumpkin production resembles that of a conventional tillage, 
monoculture system with total crop removal.  This practice 
has been suggested to lead to SOM decrease as well as other 
detrimental effects over the long term. Given these practices 
and their effects on SOM, competitive pumpkin producers 
may do well to invest in SOM management practices for long-
term patch sustainability and productivity.  

A typical soil contains between 1 and 6% 
organic matter 

One acre of topsoil six inches deep weighs 2,000,000lbs.  A 
typical soil contains between 1 and 6% organic matter. If 3% 
is chosen for illustrative purposes, there exists 60,000lbs of 
SOM in an acre of topsoil.  The amount of organic matter 
necessary to increase an acre's SOM by 1% equates to 
20,000lbs.  This figure represents the quantity remaining after 
decomposition processes.  Magdoff and Van Es (2009) 
suggest that 20% of a carbon input will remain as a 
contributor to SOM after one year.  Crude backward 
calculations imply that 100,000lbs of carbon input per acre 
(residue, manure, composts, mulches) would be necessary to 
shift the SOM percentage by one point.   This crude 
calculation does not take into account the contribution of 
roots to the pool of carbon inputs, which is considerable, 
however the point is that significant changes to SOM content 
on a large acreage scale is challenging by virtue of the sheer 
quantity of carbon necessary to facilitate significant change.  
Further, SOM and its management is a dynamic, slow process. 
Achieving meaningful improvements in SOM percentage on a 
large scale must be considered over the course of years and 
decades vs a single point of application of carbon input.  

the area commonly employed to grow a 
world-class pumpkin is 400 sq ft 

Based on the calculations above, significant impact on SOM 
through carbon input on an acre, hundred acre, or thousand 
acre scale is impractical. However, when scaled down to the 
square footage managed by a typical giant pumpkin 
enthusiast, the opportunity for meaningful impact comes into 
view.  Langevin (?) reports that the area commonly employed 
to grow a world-class pumpkin is 400 sq ft.  Assuming that a 
typical giant pumpkin patch is roughly 1/100th of an acre, the 
figures above can be divided by 100 to equate ballpark figures 
for carbon input.   A 400 sq ft patch with 3% SOM contains 
200lbs of SOM in the surface 6".  Hypothetically increasing 
this area's SOM from 3%-4% would, therefore, require 
1000lbs of carbon input from residues, manures, composts, 
etc. This quantity of carbon input can easily and economically 
be built into a pumpkin patch's fertility program.  

In reference to the stability dynamics of SOM, Magdoff and 
Van Es (2009) state that the rate of SOM decomposition 
ranges from 1%-5% per year.  Assuming an average rate of 
3%, the quantity of carbon input necessary to maintain SOM 
levels can be determined. As calculated above, a 400 sq ft 
patch with 3% SOM contains 200lbs of SOM.  A 3% yearly 
decomposition rate suggests 6lbs of SOM are lost each year.  
Factoring in the 20% retention rate of a yearly carbon input, 
crude calculations suggest a mere 30lbs of yearly carbon 
input is required to maintain SOM levels.  

SOM management is not an exact science and the figures 
presented above are rough estimates at best.  Soil type, 
climate, microbial diversity and activity, input type, and a host 
of other factors ultimately add degrees of variability that are 
difficult to quantify.  Despite these variables, however, 
quantitative estimates coupled with consistent and routine 
SOM lab assessments can serve as the foundation for more 
sound fertility management practices.  

Minimizing erosion is an important practice 
to minimize loss of SOM 

Revisiting the concept that SOM is a function of the balance 
between carbon input and carbon loss, practices outside of 
external carbon input can be employed to both minimize loss 
and contribute to total soil carbon levels.   Minimizing erosion 
is an important practice to minimize loss of SOM. Schertz et al 
(1985) report compelling data that associate declines in SOM 
with varying degrees of erosion. Because of the relatively 
small area required to grow a giant pumpkin, erosion can be 
minimized as a variable by erecting wind barriers and leveling 
the growing area to prevent runoff.  

 Minimizing tillage is another 
important consideration in SOM dynamics.  

While tillage is an effective means to manage weeds, 
incorporate residues and amendments, and prepare the 
garden bed, it also serves to accelerate SOM decomposition 
processes.  Likened to "opening the air on a woodstove", 
tillage increases the availability of oxygen and carbon sources 
to microbes, resulting in accelerated SOM cycling that 
converts residues to carbon dioxide. Work by Havlin et al 
(1990) compared the effects of conventional and no-till 
practices on soil carbon and nitrogen levels. The authors 
concluded that reduced tillage practices resulted in 
significantly higher soil carbon and nitrogen levels, potentially 
contributing to greater productivity.  

Lastly, cover crops can be employed in giant pumpkin patches 
to serve a multitude of beneficial effects. Winter hardy 
varieties, such as winter rye, can be seeded post-harvest to 
establish a stand that occupies the patch area during the off-
season.  In addition to minimizing the effects of wind and 
water erosion, cover crops can generate significant quantities 
of above and below ground biomass that, when incorporated, 
adds to the total carbon pool.  Magdoff and Van Es (2009) 
state that a cover crop of winter rye grown to maturity can 
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produce 3-5 tons/acre of biomass, which corresponds to 60-
100lbs in a 400 sq ft growing area. Cover crops may also 
disrupt the negative effects of monoculture systems by 
supplying diversity.  They serve as hosts to mycorrhizal fungi 
(MF) during the fallow season.  The benefits of MF, a 
discussion of which is outside the scope of this essay, have 
potentially significant implications for the production of giant 
pumpkins by virtue of expanding the capability of root 
systems to take up nutrients and water.  In addition to ability 
of cover crops to decrease nutrient losses as well as suppress 
weeds, the practice of cover cropping is a sound investment 
in pumpkin production.   

One of the most important steps a giant 
pumpkin grower can take... 

This essay has touched on a number of considerations related 
to the management of soil organic matter for the production 
of competitive giant pumpkins. The pioneers of soil science 
and fertility, dating back more than a hundred years, quickly 
realized the importance of organic matter to soil health and 
ultimately, agronomic productivity.  A century of scientific 
research has corroborated the theories of these pioneers.  
While build-up and maintenance of SOM on a large-acreage 
scale is limited by practical considerations, hypothetical 
calculations suggest the competitive gardener, managing a 
few hundred square feet of space, can employ multiple 
practices that increase carbon input and minimize carbon 
output.  Taking an active role in managing SOM is, perhaps, 
one of the most important steps a giant pumpkin grower can 
take to maximize potential in patch.  
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http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mSVhOpK83lq1-M&tbnid=syHndvodDHOjOM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.eoearth.org/view/article/156081/&ei=Vz-WUt6jHYHvoATG-4KABg&bvm=bv.57155469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFMnp-jt5FpBdD0LgTeA0_x-na2OA&ust=1385664559341672
http://www.google.ca/imgres?start=368&sa=X&rlz=1T4GGHP_enCA540CA541&biw=1366&bih=605&tbm=isch&tbnid=1Aj1lkTUOwRfTM:&imgrefurl=http://www2.fiskars.com/Gardening-and-Yard-Care/Projects/Prepping-Design-Planting-Harvest/Planting/Prepping-Your-Soil-with-Organic-Matter&docid=nKeJd5SzrB8sfM&imgurl=http://www2.fiskars.com/var/fiskars_amer/storage/images/frontpage2/gardening-and-yard-care/projects/prepping-design-planting-harvest/planting/prepping-your-soil-with-organic-matter/544105-1-eng-US/Prepping-Your-Soil-with-Organic-Matter_product_main.jpg&w=579&h=462&ei=-kKWUqq9MpO4yAHIuYHIBg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:69,s:300,i:211&iact=rc&page=21&tbnh=180&tbnw=251&ndsp=22&tx=121&ty=96
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GGeettttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  RRoooott  ooff  tthhee  PPrroobblleemm  
    Scientist have looked at 
numerous independent studies 
across a various spectrum of 
species including tomato plants 
and found that most varieties 
reach larger sizes when grown 
in a bigger pots. On average, 
doubling pot sizes allowed 
plants to grow 40% larger or 
more. 

BBiiggggeerr  RRoooottss  mmeeaann  

BBiiggggeerr  FFrruuiittss    

     The discovery that the plants 
in lesser sized pots grew more 
gradually was thought to be 
caused by decreased tempos of 
photosynthesis. Understanding 
the reasons for the decrease 
scientists have excluded 
reductions in water and 
nutrients from the roots. They 
found no differences in leaf 
thickness for plants in smaller 
pots. Consequently it is unlikely 
that plants may use water and 
nutrient levels to sense the 
container size. This supports 
the likelihood that sensing 

occurs in other ways, such as 
by adventitious roots. 

It is apparent to giant vegetable 
growers that building a better 
root environment is indeed the 
better way.  

 

Indole Butyric Acid (IBA) 

Naphthalene Acetic Acid (NAA) 

Kinetin

 

Plant-Product > Root Boster  

Root booster 5-15-5  is a plant starter liquid 

plant food that promotes growth. It contains 3 

growth hormones and its high phosphorus 

(15%) helps to build roots when transplanting 

or burying vines. 

  

  

  

33  GGrroowwtthh  HHoorrmmoonneess  
Indole Butyric Acid (IBA) is a synthetic 

plant hormone called auxin, used to regulate 

plant growth > it promotes root development, 

elongation of stems and bud growth. 

synthetic plant hormone  
 

Naphthalene Acetic Acid (NAA) is a 

synthetic plant hormone in the auxin family, 

found in transplant products. A rooting 

promoter it is used for the vegetative 

propagation of plants from stem and leaf 

cuttings and tissue cultures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PPllaanntt  ssiizzee  wwaass  11110000  SSqq  fftt..    
Tim Mathison gr0wing the WR 2032 
2013 GVGO Fall Newsletter 
 by: Phil Hunt 
 

GVGO Memberships run from January 1st - December 31st 

 

                                       at GVGO.ca 

 

http://www.canadiantire.ca/redirect/redirect.jsp?pageid=prd&CMKF=0&prdid=0592351P&cid=BV_SV_0592351_OutdoorLiving_FertilizersGrassSeed&utm_campaign=bazaarvoice&utm_medium=SearchVoice&utm_source=RatingsAndReviews&utm_content=Default
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plant_hormone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Auxin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetative_propagation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vegetative_propagation
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As usual snow is on the ground now but at least we had 
until the first week of November to clean the patches up. 
Halloween was much more fun when you can see the 
costumes the kids are wearing instead of having them 
hidden under snow suits! 
 
All in all we had a good end to the season, frost stayed 
away until October again, and though unusual, we 
welcomed that as the crops and gardens had been very 
delayed because of the terrible growing conditions we 
experienced April through July. 

TTeerrrriibbllee  ggrroowwiinngg  ccoonnddiittiioonnss,,  
AApprriill  tthhrroouugghh  JJuullyy..  

Both of my giants made it to the end of season. They were 
both very close in size so I decided I'd better pull out the 
digital scale. When the head scratching was over, I put the 
fruit off my 1081 into the truck. 
 
We had such a terrible beginning to the year that I had 
decided to use my own seeds so as not to use expensive 
seeds on a season that may go in the crapper. The 1081 
had got me to within one and half pounds from a win and 
the Alberta record last year so I planted it and the 1274 it 
grew. I put the 1274 into the greenhouse with the 
hydronic soil heat system thinking it was a "can't lose" 
situation. When it came to loading day though, it was left 
behind. It was the first part of the experiment and I 
consider it far from a failure but warm soil alone does not 
make up for cool night temps and an almost complete 
absence of sunshine during the critical first 40 days. I have 
lots of notes to study during the winter but clearly all 
conditions must be perfect for maximum growth. 
Greenhouses cut some light out too so those cloudy days 
were even harder on that plant's growth.  

aabbsseennccee  ooff  ssuunnsshhiinnee  dduurriinngg  tthhee  
ccrriittiiccaall  ffiirrsstt  4400  ddaayyss  

The 1081 was grown in the small temporary hoop house 
patch. I just use the cheap plastic on PVC pipes, close the 
ends up with binder clips and let the vines run through the 
sides. I added a bigger fan this year and that let me leave it 
closed up more on cool days without the fear of cooking it 
if the sun suddenly came out while I was at work. It grew 

nicely all season and I could tell the plant was a little 
Nitrogen(N) deficient. There was no tertiary vine growth at 
all. A little bit deficient of N certainly doesn't affect fruit 
growth, I've grown two winners in this patch when slightly 
deficient. I call slightly deficient when the leaves take a 
couple of weeks to get fully green and never go that dark 
green that you get when you've overdone it. 
 

The field pumpkins hit their stride just as the hot sun 
popped out and it made them mature quickly rather than 
the slow growth that is better for large ones. Still they did 
ok. 
 
Watermelon had no reason for growing in the hard packed, 
water soaked patch but it did. I have a good seed line for 
this part of the country. 
     
It was a nice day at Smoky Lake for the weigh off. It was 
apparent that the cold, rainy spring and early summer had 
kicked a lot of growers in the groin. Our season is short to 
begin with and the last thing we need is something to 
make it shorter. Eddy was going to have a second weigh off 
in southern Alberta but there simply wasn't enough big 
fruit this year to make it viable. Still there were a lot of 
entries and I think everyone enjoyed the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There were a few growers who had bad luck and lost 
some big ones.  Alan Makarchuk lost one to a split that 
was heading for 1000lbs and Eddy Zaychkowsky lost one 
to a soft spot that was right there too. We all hold our 
breath when we check our pumpkins and I feel for those 
who have bad luck. We've all been there. 
 
 
When it was all done, I had won with a 1213.8 lb. fruit off 
my 1081. I had a good lead on the rest but the top 10 to 15 
other fruit was a real competition just a few lbs apart the  
 
whole rest of the way. Mary Lobay's 747.8 lb pumpkin 
finished second over John Kapelari's 717.4 lb pumpkin at 
third. Alan Makarchuk won the squash title with a 477.6 lb  

WWWeeesssttteeerrrnnn   RRReeepppooorrrttt   
Don Crews
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fruit that was a survivor of a big hailstorm. Alan's kids both 
did well with their pumpkins recording a fifth place and an 
eighth place finish. 
Both my watermelon and my field pumpkin won the top 
prize. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSmmookkyy  LLaakkee  RReessuullttss  

Pumpkins Top 15. (there were over 40 entries) 
1.  1213.8 lbs.  Don Crews 
2.  747.8 Lbs.  Mary Lobay 
3.  717.4 Lbs.  John Kapelari  
4.  677.8 Lbs.  John Lobay  
5.  594.2 Lbs.  Andrew Makarchuk  
6.  577.6 Lbs.  Debbie Kapelari  
7.  479.4 Lbs.  Kane Richardson  
8.  448.6 Lbs.  Alanna Makarchuk  
9.  424.8 Lbs.  Jennifer Zaychkowsky  
10. 407.4 Lbs.  Perry Pickrell  
11. 404.7 Lbs.  Christopher Reckhard 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
12. 396.0 Lbs.  Robert Lobay  
13. 394.0 Lbs.  Gerry Groten 
14. 359.0 Lbs.  Eddy Zaychkowsky  
15. 348.0 Lbs.  Dale Bentz 
 

Squash top 5 (13 entries) 

1. 477.6 Lbs.  Alan Makarchuk  
2. 450.2 Lbs.  Eddy Zaychkowsky  
3. 373.2 Lbs.  Jennifer Zaychkowsky  
4. 354.6 Lbs.  John Lobay  
5. 264.8 Lbs.  Eric Young 
 
Field pumpkin top 5 
1. 111.4 Lbs.  Don Crews 
2.  81.0 Lbs.  John Kapelari  
3.  67.4 Lbs.  Sidney Lobay  
4.  63.7 Lbs.  Mary Lobay  
5.  61.1 Lbs. John Lobay     
 
Long gourd 
1. 100"    Carrie Melnyk 
2. 94 3/8" Kellen Melnyk 
3. 92"     Cameron Melnyk  
4. 73 5/5" Alan Makarchuk  
5. 72 1/8" Barry Wood 
6. 46 7/8" Tony Kubicek 
 
Watermelon 
1.  179.6 Lbs.  Don Crews 
2.   51.4 Lbs.  Ahtym Foley 
3.   33.8 Lbs.  John Kapelari 
4.   32.8 Lbs.  Mary Lobay  
5.   29.6 Lbs.  John Lobay  
 

 

By: Jim Bryson  

 
 "We use RTI mycorrhizae under each leaf & foliar feed leaves with fish, seaweed, TKO, CO2, 0-0-25 & maple syrup. All 
season from after the plant is out of the green house until the end. Also some blossom booster at blossom time.  No 
foliar is applied for 10 days after pollinating." 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

55  LLbb  GGiiaanntt  MMaatteerrss  NNOOWW  oonn  SSaallee!!  
$17.00ea.  5.80 Osmala 13 > 4.37 Osmala. 5/pkg. 

16.00 - 5.50 Johnson/Butler > 12 x open 5/pkg (proven seed)* 

*grew 5.22 Hunt, 5.20 Lyons, 4.30 Hunt, 3.83 Lyons, 3.60 Mailey, 
3.35 & 3.15 Boyce, 3.05 Mailey,  

15.00 - 5.22 Hunt 13 > 5.5 Johnson/Butler. 5/pkg 

15.00 - 5.20 Lyons 13 > 5.50 Johnson/Butler. 5/pkg 
14.00 - 5.14 Montgomery 13 > 4.29 Boudyo. 4/pkg 

and many, many others. 

Visit 

GVGO.ca or Big pumpkins.com for details. 
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------------------------------- 

 

    I guess the most important news from Europe is that 
you can grow a one tonne plus pumpkin.  Beni  Meier 
from Switzerland did. He broke the European record last 
year and with all eyes on him he churned out a 1059 kg 
behemoth off a 2009 Wallace seed. That’s 2328 pounds. 
Remarkably that is pretty much three hundred pounds 
more than the new world record. Sadly it had a two 
centimeter split. It cost Beni the European record 
because a relatively unknown German grower Rainer 
Hanschmann saw his pumpkin tip the scales at 1749, 
beating Beni’s old record of 1694 lbs soundly.  

    Frank and Mark Baggs set a new United Kingdom 
record at 1520. That ends the long reign of the Paton 
twins in the UK.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Austrian record got soundly beaten with a 1474 lb 
specimen grown by Franz Mathias. 

     In many other countries pumpkin weights were 
down. The weather conditions were not optimal in 
several of the more western and northern countries.  

Weather did not stop them from dominating the 
tomato scene though. All of the seven heaviest 
tomatoes (GPC and non-GPC) this year came from 
Europe. 

 

Dominating Tomatoes 
 New country records were set in: 
France, Fabrice Boudyo – 6.83 lbs 
Finland, Tuija Osmala – 5.80 lbs  
Great Britain, Ian Neale – 5.73 lbs 
Netherlands, Brad Wursten – 5.42 lbs  

A new European long gourd record was set as well. 
Peter Bohnert of Germany edged out Arnold Horde’s 
old record of 130 inches with one measuring 131.6”.  

Two British blokes broke a world record. Ian Neale of 
Wales smashed the old swede/rutabaga record with a 
monster weighing 119 lbs. Peter Glazebrook of England 
broke his own long parsnip record with one measuring 
233.5 inches. That’s just half an inch short of 19.5 feet.  

  In national news, the Dutch community has decided to 
all take part in a little squash challenge. Each of us hope 
to grow the 814 Horde*. Each of us means about 8-10 
growers. A few of us are also building long gourd 
greenhouses, determined to get the European record 
back to Holland.  

   With no stage left for my giant vegetables, I have 
decided to stop growing most of them. Next year I’ll 
stick to field pumpkins, tomatoes, long gourds, a squash 
and an AG. The 2009 Wallace I won in last year’s GVGO 
raffle is on the menu. It seems to be an okay seed. The 
patch is ready. Well, pretty near. 

----------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 

Cause: Pseudomonas syringae pv. lachrymans, bacterium. 

may overwinter in plant material and on seed. It is spread by 
rain, sprinkler irrigation, workers' hands and or clothing. 
Symptoms: Leaves, stems, and fruit may be affected. The leaf 

spots are irregularly or angular shaped. turn yellow brown die 
out leaving holes in leaf surface. 

EEEuuurrrooopppeeeaaannn   NNNeeewwwsss   
Brad Wursten 

 

2328 Meier 13 

 

AAAnnnggguuulllaaarrr   LLLeeeaaafff   SSSpppooottt   

 

http://pnwhandbooks.org/plantdisease/sites/default/files/imagecache/image_lightbox/images/319.jpg
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Update from Gentilly : “Le Potirothon”. 

The Potirothon of Gentilly is the largest competition 
of giant pumpkins in the province of Quebec. This 
year, we recorded 75 participating teams in the 
competition for the largest pumpkin. The official 
weigh off was held September 28, 2013 in Gentilly. 
There were 36 pumpkins presented at the weigh off. 
Here are the results for the top ten in Gentilly:            

GGeennttiillllyy  ttoopp  tteenn  ppuummppkkiinnss  22001133  

 

QQuueebbeecc  ttoopp  tteenn  GGPPCC  ppuummppkkiinnss  22001133  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EEllsseewwhheerree  iinn  QQuueebbeecc  

Other weigh off to take place in province of Quebec 
are non-GPC events. Few growers who live in the 
region of the eastern townships around the city of 

Sherbrooke meet the day after Gentilly weigh off for 
the competition presented for several years in 
Lennoxville under the coordination of Richard 

Goodhue. It is worth 
mentioning the 

pumpkin of Mike 
MacDonald estimated 

at 1100 pounds, grown 
on a 1630 Colbert 2012 
seed. In another weigh-
off held in St-Georges-

de-Beauce,Mario Morin 
won the prize with his 
pumpkin :1216 Morin 
2013 (1343 Sproule x 
1641 Montgomery). 

 
We should also mention the results of Quebecers 
Bryson and Sproule of Ormstown, Quebec who 
present their pumpkins at some weigh-off in Ontario. 
The biggest of Bryson and Sproule weighed at Port 

Elgin tipped the scale respectively at 
1450 and 1236 pounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rank Weight Name City Seed Male 
1 1447 Colbert, Claude Sainte-Croix 1630 Colbert 2012 1634 Werner 2010 

2 1317 Labbe, Marc Sainte-Anne-Du-Sault 1630 Colbert 2012 1126 Morin 2012 

3 1311 Colbert, Claude Sainte-Croix 1789 Wallace 2011 EST 1630 Colbert 2012 

4 993 Riopel, Gerard St-Roch-de-l'Achigan Sproule   

5 961 
Mercier, Guy  & 
Jean-Michel 

St-Roch Ouest 1256 Colbert 2012 DMG   

6 922 Quatrouillettes, Les Gentilly 1176 Quatrouillettes 2012 1176 Quatrouillettes 12 

7 813 Baril, Ghyslain Gentilly 1334.5 Daletas 2005 1334.5 Daletas 2005 

8 762 
Deshaies Dominic, 
Thibeault Alexandre 

Becancour 1630 Colbert 2012 1256 MG 

9 702 Tessier, David 
N.-D.-du-Mont-
Carmel 

1630 Colbert 2012 1630 Colbert 2012 

10 682 Denis, Raymond Gentilly 1630 Colbert 2012 1630 Colbert 2012 

Rank Weight Name City Seed Male 

1 1,450.0 Bryson, J/K Ormstown 1753 Bryson 1456 Bryson 

2 1,447.0 Colbert, Claude Sainte-Croix 1630 Colbert 12 1634 Werner 10 

3 1317.0 Labbe, Marc 
Sainte-Anne-Du-
Sault 

1630 Colbert 12 1126 Morin 12 

4 1311.0 Colbert, Claude Sainte-Croix 1789 Wallace 11 1634 Werner10 

5 1293.5 Bryson, J/K Ormstown 1314 Bryson dmg 2009 Wallace 

6 1253.5 Kline, Todd Shawville 1489 Kline 1596 Werner 

7 1248.9 Kline, Todd Shawville 1789 Wallace 2009 Wallace 

8 1236.0 Sproule, Harley Ormstown 1789 Wallace 1596 Werner 

9 1224.7 
Therrien, Louis-
Claude 

Luskville 1843.5 Geddes 1456 Bryson 

10 1220.3 Bryson, J/K Ormstown 2009 Wallace 1818.5 Bryson 

QQQuuueeebbbeeeccc   RRReeepppooorrrttt   
Claude Colbert 
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Looking back over the past season, we were very 
excited with high expectations of the new 2013 growing 
season upon us.  Bill & I usually grow for “orange” and 
this year decided to change things up and grow for 
“Big”!  A big thank you to Eddy Zaychkowsky and Ron 
Wallace for their kind generosity with providing us with 
some great seeds to plant! 

BBiillll  &&  II  uussuuaallllyy  ggrrooww  ffoorr  ““OORRAANNGGEE””  
The East Coast was slow out of the starting gate at least 
two weeks behind compared to last year.  Our hopes of 
having an early spring was shattered as Mother Nature 
decided to give us a cold, wet spring.  Jack Frost even 
lingered into June this year!  The storm clouds rolled in 
for much of June giving the East Coast records amount 
of rainfall.  A tornado warning was even issued for the 
Sussex and Kings County area.  I cannot recall this ever 
happening in our area before.  Luckily it did not touch 
down! 
July brought us blazing hot weather with temperatures 
soaring to 42*C.  These high temperatures are making it 
very difficult for pollinations.  Some of the newer leaves 
look like a blow torch went through the patch burning 
the leaves to a blacken crisp!  The main vine on a couple 
of plants came to an abrupt halt as the tips got scorched 
by the hot sun 
 

SSccoorrcchhiinngg  HHoott  SSuunn  

We put a tarp 50 x 100 over the patch on April 18th.  
This helps to protect the patch from heavy spring rains 
in our area.  Otherwise our patch would be way to wet 
to get in to till.  It would just be muck!  Just one more 
added thing that we need to do in our climate here.  
When the patch was sub-soiled on April 22 we had 
noticed lumps coming to the surface.  We thought it 
was rocks at first but knew our patch was rock free.  
Come to find out it was frozen lumps of soil.  Needless 
to say, our soil was pretty cold!  We never experienced 
this any other year.  Bill then tilled the patch. The tarp 
was placed back on the patch to try to warm the soil 
until we were ready to build the greenhouses.  Seeds 
were started on April 24th.  

 Next step was to build a greenhouse and put in soil 
heating cables.  The 1495 set out on May 6th.   
Greenhouse down on June 6th.  Pollinated the 1813 
Northrup 13 on June 27th (1495 Stelts X 1634 Werner),  
5 lobes.  It was a perfect blossom!  We normally average 
around 90 inches in circumference on the 30 day mark 
but this pumpkin was taping 109 inches on the 30 day 
mark.  This was our first indication that we might have 
something special! 

Bill & I work as a team, each with our own assigned 
duties in hopes of growing a new personal best.  This 
year we decided to try watering by hand with a wand 
instead of overhead sprinklers as our water source is 
from a pond and we wanted to see if this would help to 
cut back on disease.  I would water each morning 
before going to work and then water again when I came 
home from work.  This was very time consuming!  By 
hand watering I was able to put the water under the 
leaves and in the exact spot and control the quantity of 
water.  By being right there I could tell when the 
ground was saturated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every year we get a load of Marine Blend compost.  We 
find this very beneficial on the patch and use this to 
bury the vines along with Mycorrhizae from RTI. 
Usually in the summer I enjoy going to the beach and 
taking drives in my convertible but not this year.  The 
entire summer was spent in the patch!  I tried my very 
best this year to keep the patch weed free.  I made sure 
that the white sheets were covering the pumpkins 
during the day and I would tuck them in with a 
comforter at night to keep them warm.  It was fun to 
watch this pumpkin grow each day as it was putting on 
35 pounds a day during its peak performance!  Choosing 
one word to sum up our season this year, I would have 
to say is “consistency”.  We were consistent with 
watering, burying, and spraying. 
We look forward to another great growing season in 2014 and 
wish all growers a new personal best!

How They Dun it 
GVGO special report 
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By: Russ Landry 

Nematodes or roundworms  are well adapted to 
vegetable gardens.  They inhabit a very large range of 
soil types compositions and environments often 
surviving wild extremes of temperature and moisture 
conditions. There are an estimated half million or more 
species of Nematodes.  Many are detrimental  to 
pumpkins, tomatoes and other giant vegetable roots.  
     Nematodes are slender non-segmented worms, 
commonly less than 2 mm long. Small nematodes are 
microscopic as they resemble earth worms.  They have 
round slender digestive systems  that eagerly allow 
them to munch on roots.  

NNeemmaattooddeess  mmuunncchh  oonn  rroooottss  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

RRoooott  ggaallllss  aanndd  kknnoottss  

 Nematodes are often overlooked in garden plots  
due to their microscopic size. There are many 
different kinds of nematodes are present in our 
soils. While some plant specific nematodes are 
harmful there are many that are beneficial. They 
inhabit the soil food web consuming fungi, 
bacteria's and protozoa.   

    Nematodes in compost piles are gluttonous eaters 
gobbling bacteria, viruses and other invertebrates. They 
consume, and then excrete as byproducts nitrogen and 

other nutrients in back into the soil. These nutrients are 
plant usable forms that are ready for easy uptake by 
roots.  

TThheeyy  ccaann  rreedduuccee  tthhee  ssiizzee    

ooff  ffrruuiitt  ssiinnkkss  
     Garden nematodes can be a good thing or a 
nuisance.  Plant parasitic nematodes are patch pests 
and are often a huge unseen problem for many 
pumpkin growers. Normally They do not reach 
detrimental levels on area farms. However, in a non 
rotated giant vegetable patch an alarming amount of 
them can begin to unseemly suck away liquids from the 
plants root systems.  
     
     Parasitic nematode species cause damage to roots, 
leaving  galls or what are termed as root-knots. Some 
nematode types can also vector plant viruses in their 
feeding activity on roots. Some types are 
endo-parasitic, living within the root tissues. Others are 
ecto-parasitic, feeding externally through the plant 
roots cell walls. 

 

 

 

 

 
    Modern pumpkin patches filled with adventitious 
roots provide a perfect meal. Well drained organic 
matter laden, sandy, calcareous and lighter high 
porosity soils are thought to be ideal breeding grounds 
for theses freeloading aerobic  loving nematodes 

 Nematodes are often associated with soil borne 
diseases, such as verticillium, or black root rot.  

 Damage caused by root lesion nematodes 
provides infection sites for disease causing 
fungi. 

    Ecto feeding nematodes can considerably diminish a 
pumpkin plant’s uptake of nutrients and water. 
They leave open wounds on root surfaces that allow for 
a doorway into the plants vascular system fostering a 
large range of plant-pathogenic fungi and 
bacteria. These secondary microbial infections are 
often more damaging to yields than the express causes 
of nematode feeding. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digestion
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oOzpO1SkEqUO1M&tbnid=oAKJKF5PXEgqLM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=https://www.southlandorganics.com/article/microorganisms-enrich-your-soil-part-iii&ei=cYVlUoXFJceGyQG4pIC4CA&psig=AFQjCNE925Bm4mh11tIbfKRyrV9nABLd7g&ust=1382471409659636
http://www.google.ca/imgres?sa=X&rlz=1T4GGHP_enCA540CA541&biw=1093&bih=503&tbm=isch&tbnid=C12faMFc3tGKuM:&imgrefurl=http://pender.ces.ncsu.edu/2012/09/what-can-i-do-about-nematodes/&docid=1UC2sjDiUB0CDM&imgurl=http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/RKN.jpg&w=529&h=800&ei=9HxlUt9lobDKAaKTgfgN&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:19,s:0,i:136&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=187&tbnw=115&start=11&ndsp=16&tx=50&ty=97
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RRoottaattiioonn,,  tthhee  bbeesstt  CCoonnttrrooll  
     Nematode infestations are thorny to stamp out as 
controlling them combines numerous lines of attack. 
Plantings of non-host cover crops, crop rotation, 
fallowing, barren, soil solarization or soil steaming of 
patches work well.   
      Rotations of giant vegetable plants is generally the 
best line of defense in controlling parasitic nematode 
infestations.  Generally it is best to rotate patches to 
crops not associated to each other. Atlantic Giants 
(AGP) squash, tomato and other vine type vegetables 
are closely related. Rotating them is not successful in 
keeping root damaging populations under control.                 
     Solarization or covering the infested patch areas 
with clear plastic tarps in summer does work 
successfully. This requires the grower to frequently turn 
and or double dig the soil underneath to ensure delayer 
as the sunshine cooks the insects below. However this is 
a non selective treatment that harms beneficial 
nematodes and other soil fauna.  
     Barren fallowed patches that are kept free of weeds 
for a year or two usually have a high degree of 
reduction in root-knot nematode populations. This root 
host-free interlude can be completed in one season by 
utilizing several intervals of tiling the soil all summer 
long.  
    Both of these two methods, solarisation and barren 
fallowing require extensive organic matter 
replenishment to restore the soils bio-diversity after 
completion. 
Companion plantings of marigolds, grown near 
competition AGP plant roots can be used to deter 
nematodes.   

MMaarriiggoollddss  ggrroowwnn  nneeaarr  rroooottss          
wwiillll  ccoonnttrrooll  nneemmaattooddeess..  

     Rhizobacteria assimilation of marigold roots are 
thought to encumber root lesion and other types of  
nematodes. Accordingly this nematode control property 
can benefit vine crops when marigolds are grown in 
rotation or near plant roots. 
      Other is treatments include chitosan as a natural 
bio-control. Derived from crushed shells of crustaceans 
of shrimp and crab. Chitosan promotes the growth of 
fungi that consume chitin with an enzyme called 
chitinase. The fungi digests chitin which makes up the 
eggs and shells of nematodes. Azospirillium bacteria 
and YEA chitinase (GVGO Unobtanium) is effective in 

hosting varieties of fungi that feed on chitin which in 
turn assail chitin-containing nematodes and their eggs.      
     These types of plant elicitors can also display a 
systemic defense responses (SAR) within the plant. The 
bio-control action of chitosan begins spontaneously and 
inherently promotes defense responses within plant to 
resist the attack of insects such as nematodes  
     Mustard is also useful as cover crop in annual 
crop rotations. It can produce a large amount of rich 
nitrogen laden organic matter and has been revealed to 
suppress nematodes. Nematode inhibition occurs 
in the releases of a chemical comparable to cyanide that 
performs as a soil fumigant.  
      Endo-nematodes larvae also pierce the mustard 
roots then are unable to exit and inclusively end their 
life cycle. This drastically reduces the number of 
nematodes in the soil. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Infested Roots               Normal Roots 
    Beneficial or predatory nematodes can reduce 
populations of plant parasitic nematodes in soils. 
Aerobic compost types of nematodes also consume 
plant parasitic nematodes when found together in soils. 

 BBrreewwiinngg  ffoorr  nneemmaattooddeess  

   Populations of  beneficial nematodes can be raised 
by adding organic soil amendments that foster bacterial 
and fungal growth. These predatory nematodes can also 
be bred by soaking fresh non similar composted organic 
matter in water, bubbled like compost teas.  
     These techniques work best in the environment of a 
healthy soil food web. Adequate organic matter  levels 
sustain a varied mixture of microorganisms. A well 
balanced soil rhizosphere supports a host of natural 
biological creatures that together manage infestations 
at acceptable levels. This healthy soil community allows 
plants to thrive.  

 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soil_steam_sterilization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marigold_(common)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marigold_(common)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chitosan
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Jb1yRJakJprmxM&tbnid=Pw1oUgT4KVh7_M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://nematology.umd.edu/rootknot.html&ei=iIdlUu6BDoqIygGYhYAI&psig=AFQjCNEtg1qXZl9htvwnLLXc4Jn7NUkXFw&ust=1382471944295621
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225599  OOffffiicciiaall  22001133  GGPPCC  TToommaattoo  EEnnttrriieess..  
 
 
 
 
 

No New World Record Yet! 
 

 

 

 

  NNOO  

NNEEWW  WWoorrlldd  RReeccoorrdd  YYeett!!

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WWhheerree  DDooeess  EEtthhyylleennee  GGaass  CCoommee  FFrroomm??  
   Ethylene is known as the ripening hormone. Most wounded plants give off ethylene gas. The gas evolves 

naturally from plant material that is rotting, ageing or ripening.  

   External stresses on a plant can also stimulate ethylene production. Chemical exposure, drought, flooding 

and radiation have all been proven to stimulate plants to produce ethylene. Appropriately, this is called Stress 

Ethylene Production.  
  Cleaning as much ethylene out of the air as possible is the best way to cut down on premature ageing and ripening. This 

helps to prolong the development and post harvest life of fruits, vegetables and flowers.   Growers who remove dead, 

dying vines and roots are removing detrimental sources of gas production and delaying senescence as an added bonus. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  



38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BByy::  RRuussss  LLaannddrryy  

   CCoommppaanniioonn  ppllaannttiinngg is defined as the planting of different crops in close proximity of others to aid 

or boost crop yields and productivity. The use of companion planting is a type of polyculture whereby multiple 

crops planted adjacently or in close proximity can be used to promote or enhance another's growth. Companion 

planting has proven that some types of plants do in fact grow better when they are located near a plant of 

another species.  

   Planting of  multi-beneficial crops together is an age old method of sowing many types of plants to boost 

yields. Friendly types of plantings have been in use for thousands of years. First thought to be practiced by the 

ancient Egyptians companion planting was used long ago, before herbicides and fertilizers changed our well 

seasoned views about natural and effect plant propagation.
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TThhee  TThhrreeee  SSiisstteerrss  mmeetthhoodd  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NNaattiivvee  AAmmeerriiccaannss planted corn in the most 

well-known system of companion planting. The 

TThhrreeee  SSiisstteerrss  mmeetthhoodd  ooff  ppllaannttiinngg  ccoorrnn,,  bbeeaannss,,  

aanndd  ssqquuaasshh  wwaass  uusseedd  ttoo  aauuggmmeenntt  eeaacchh  ppllaannttss  

ggrroowwtthh  wwhhiillee  ssuuppppllyyiinngg  bbeenneeffiicciiaall  nniittrrooggeenn,,  

ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  sshhaaddee..  Corn was planted first, it was 

allowed to germinate and grow several inches 

high. The corn stalk was then utilized as a support 

to hold up the beans. Climbing beans are legumes 

that fix nitrogen (N) and feed consuming plants like 

corn. Thus they returned the favor by supplying N 

in the form of nodules on their roots. Lastly squash 

was planted between the rows of  beans and 

corn. The squash being shade tolerant in the shadow 

of the corn also protects the soil surface as a ground 

cover. Moisture conservation is achieved along with 

weed inhibition and reduced heat stress to all three 

crops.  

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the favorable aspects of companion 

planting it must be appreciated that some plants 

cannot be effectively planted close to each other. It 

is known that some plants do indeed deter insects, 

however they can also hinder, contaminate or slow 

the growth rate of other nearby plants.  

AAlllleellooppaatthhyy  

HHiinnddeerriinngg  ggrroowwtthh  ooff  ccoommppaanniioonn  

ppllaannttss  ccaann  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd  aass  nneeggaattiivvee  

aalllleellooppaatthhyy,,  when neighbouring plants produce 

chemicals that can both negatively or positively 

affect the growth others. 

Interfering with the growth of a neighbor plant can 

be problematic for the grower.  However, knowing 

that certain plants also exude objectionable 

compounds that hamper root growth or hinder 

germination is advantageous. The negative 

allelopathic effects of corn gluten meal in 

controlling the pre-emergence of weed seeds is 

today widely used in gardens and turf grass to 

control broadleaf and grab grass weeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

GGeenneerraallllyy  tthhoouugghh  ppllaannttss  tthhaatt  ggrrooww  

ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  aa  nnaattuurraall  sseettttiinngg  aarree  

ccoommmmuunnaallllyy  bbeenneeffiicciiaall.. They will usually 

together tolerate the maximum exploitation of light, 

moisture and soil. 

The outcome of companion planting in modern 

gardens can not only protected plants it can reduce 

the needs for modern control methods. The 

opportunity to reduce the use of pesticides, 

herbicides and fertilizers lowers production costs 

while increasing yield. Maximizing yield and fruit 

quality is time and again the primary goal of many 

gardeners. 
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CCoommppaanniioonn  ppllaannttiinngg  ccaann  
bboooosstt  yyiieellddss  iinn  ggaarrddeennss  

The contemporary use of monoculture or single 

crop growth and  has discouraged the use of 

companion plantings. However this narrow field of 

view has changed in recent times as public 

awareness now begins to impose the conscientious 

use of chemicals. Combined with an ever cautious 

approach to responsible integrated pest 

management (IPM) growers are now able to 

quickly identify growth inhibitors. Limiting factors 

caused by pests and or disease now have numerous 

acceptable environmentally friendly tools as lines of 

defense . Growers today acknowledge the limits and 

potential harmful effects of modern pesticides. 

Becoming keenly aware of the benefit co-plantings 

can provide will enhance a back yard garden plot in 

a more naturally effective manner while protecting 

the environment and in turn fostering ever 

increasing harvests.  

In some cases, companion plants are 

used as bate to trap insect pests 

while protecting a primary crop. This 

is often referred to as trap cropping. Growers use 

the more pest attractive sacrificial trap crops to 

protect a main cash crop from infestations.  

 

 

 

 

The best examples, are often found in plantings of 

marigolds and tomatoes to fend off harmful root 

feeding nematodes or tomato hornworms. Hubbard 

squash is commonly used as a trap crop for other 

cucurbit type vine crops to attract striped cucumber 

beetles. The beetles vector bacterial wilt or mosaic 

virus and can cause greatly reduced yields.  

Companion plants can also be 

planted to provide a nursery area 

and habitat for beneficial insects. 
These advantageous incubated predator insects then 

move onto to inflect havoc on the unsuspecting 

damaging hoard in the main crop plantings.  

Conversely pest attractive plants can be used in 

concentrated zones in which pesticides maybe used 

only sparingly. Also insect traps and pheromone 

lures can be used amongst these plantings to further 

reduce harmful insect populations. Hunting of 

harmful pests on the such sacrificial crops can 

permit a more targeted and efficient use of chemical 

controls. 

Blue Hubbard Squash can be used 

as a border trap crop. Selected to 

protect the main cucurbit crops and 

attract striped cucumber beetles. It 

has vigorous growth, not as 

susceptible to bacterial wilt as 

Maximum variety. 

Companion plantings of flowery crops can also be 

used to persuade pollinators to visit gardens.  Honey 

bees, butterflies and hummingbirds will come to 

forage the blossoms. Vegetables like squash and 

cucumbers that need pollination greatly benefit in 

these types of plantings. Placing herbs and flowers 

within your vegetable patch is one of simplest ways 

to create this natural kind of companion planting. 

Cover crops can also be used as in 

season companion plants. They are 

grown to reduced pathogens, insects 

or supply nutrients. Growers of giant 

vegetables have discovered in recent years that 

companion plants have remarkably helped to boost 

weight gains.  

One of the main keys in improving fruit size was 

found in sacrificed plants that had been prior 

inoculated with mycorrhisal fungi. The main plants 

roots were found to be colonized much faster by 

fungi than traditionally inoculated roots at planting 

time. This was accomplished by the primary plants 

adventitious roots growing into the sacrificial plants 

roots and soil areas that had already been colonized 

by the fungi. 
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Early season companion crops can 

be returned back into the soil to 

increase organic matter and nutrient 

storage for future plant growth. The 

fresh organic matter then becomes food for the 

myriad of various and beneficial microbes in the 

rhizosphere. These stored nutrients will not leach 

away, become insoluble or tied up in the soil. They 

are available when plants are actively growing and 

this has also been found to boost productivity. 

Plants such as Buckwheat sequester calcium (Ca) 

and phosphorus (P). The companion cover crop can 

be plowed down into the soil ahead of  the main 

plants growth. This supplies the developing crop 

with a readily available source of root building P 

and fruit bulging Ca. 

Nutrients are vitally important to developing plants 

and living in season cover crops such as legumes 

can supply nitrogen (N). Beans planted around  N 

consumers such as cabbages and corn greatly 

benefit.  

NNaattuurree  wwiillll  aallwwaayyss  eenndduurree  

However, Nature will always endure as it fosters 

living communities that last the test of time. 

Observation and common knowledge prevails that 

many vegetables and herbs have natural compounds 

in their roots, flowers and leaves. These compounds 

may deter or fend off harmful pests and draw 

beneficial insects. Some companion plants assist 

other plant varieties to thrive and grow by providing 

shade, fungi, bacteria or conservation of water and 

soil moisture.  

The fundamental growth requirements of a thriving 

garden plot can be influenced by companion 

plantings. Essentially, companion planting 

helps harmonize the garden’s flora and 

fauna, allowing the grower to use and 

maximize the skills that modern controls 

and nature provides. 

 

===========================  

 
Limited quantities are still available. 
Please add $5 for shipping & handling to each order  

PayPal to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

Email Direct transfer to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

or by mail with check.  

Please list seed description with payment to: 

C/O Jane Hunt, Treasurer 

4376 Hwy 35 N 

Cameron, Ontario 

Canada 

K0M 1G0

 

 

mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
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By Phil Joynson   

Top Ten Interesting Facts About Growing Giant Vegetables by Phil Joynson 
(I know I’ve done this subject before but I just keep uncovering these little gems of knowledge! So 
before ado is in anyway furthered… I present this new list of amazing facts!  
 
10. A group of pumpkin growers is known as a “Liar” of growers. 
      (This should be true and used more) 
 
9.In some parts of Europe a long gourd is known as a “Tallywhacker”. 
    (OK, I made this up) 
 
8. There are three “rings” of pumpkin growing. “Dill Rings”, “Lifting Rings” and “Sufferings” 
    (Totally ripped off fact) 
 
7.An anagram for “field pumpkin” is “Milk fed pinup.” 
   (I have far too much time on my hands) 
 
6 The term “Harvest Moon” came about during the 12th century when poor beltless farmers  
    harvested their pumpkins. 
    (Not true. I made up the date) 
 
5. On average it takes a pumpkin grower, upon meeting a complete stranger, 5.2 minutes to start  
    describing their personal best pumpkin. 
    (Not true. I think it’s more like 2 minutes but I can’t prove it.) 
 
4. A full 84% of giant vegetable growers have a favourite shovel. Of those individuals 22% have 
    named this shovel. 
   (Mine’s named Doug) 
 
3.” If you divide the circumference of a pumpkin by its diameter you get pumpkin pi” is widely 
   agreed to be the lamest pumpkin joke ever devised.  
   (Probably true but who I’m I to cast stones) 
 
2. If 100 grams of pumpkin flesh has 26 calories and there are 453.592 grams in a pound, then a 
    thousand pound pumpkin would have 117,933.92 calories. A 200 pound runner would use up 
    3000-3200 calories running the NYC marathon. In theory then, there are enough calories in a 1000 
    pound pumpkin for a runner to run the NYC marathon 36.85 times! (Actually true!) 
 
1. Pumpkin flesh is touted as a homeopathic remedy for dogs and cats with diarrhea. However one 

    pound of pumpkin flesh can produce a full two and a half pounds of beagle vomit.   
   (Alas I know this to be 100% true) 
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GPC Update:  by Dave Stelts 

The Big Show "Honouring the past, preparing for the future" 

The GPC 2014 Edition of 'The Big Show' will be in Orlando, Florida at the Holiday Inn. The seminar will be held February 21st and 22nd, 2014. 

             Friday, February 21, 2014  

 12pm - 4pm session 

 6pm - 12am networking room with assorted beverages & snacks 

Saturday, February 22, 2014  

 9am - 3pm session including lunch buffet 

 6pm - 12am awards dinner, awards show, & networking with snacks 

Registration and Rate Information 

 Registration Form will be available soon. Rates are: 

 $175 - full convention including lunch Saturday & awards dinner 

 $200 - full convention if room is booked outside of GPC block 

 $40 - Lunch (Saturday) Only 

 $60 - Dinner and Awards Show (Saturday) Only 

 Hotel reservations can be made by calling 866-253-2182 and ask for the "great pumpkin 

commonwealth rate" or "PKP".  You can also make your reservation online at the Holiday Inn site. 

Booking Link: Great Pumpkin Commonwealth 
Booking Code: PKP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

For pricing and info Contact: Joan Gibson 330.222.2215 ptcounselor@msn.com 

www.gibsonstravel.com 
         

 

DON'T FORGET to Register 
THE REGAL PRINCESS 
Sailing March 1, 2015 

              (Scheduled around the 2015 GPC conference) 

    

 

         

PUMPKIN CRUISE IV     
 

 

March 1 Depart Fort Lauderdale 

March 2 Princess Cays 
March 3 sea day 

March 4 St Thomas 
March 5 St Maarten 
March 6 sea day 

March 7 sea day 

March 8 Fort Lauderdale 

 

http://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=hi&localeCode=en&hotelCode=MCOAP&_PMID=99801505&GPC=PKP&blpu=true
http://www.holidayinn.com/redirect?path=hd&brandCode=hi&localeCode=en&hotelCode=MCOAP&_PMID=99801505&GPC=PKP&blpu=true
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9Ml3Wseyeac8hM&tbnid=GRRvMeDo37FIfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.examiner.com/article/princess-cruise-line-re-introduces-the-bon-voyage-visitor-program&ei=XOx_UszfEOaoyAHEnYC4BQ&psig=AFQjCNEsRZMRKYU1AgNRFflWOubGZ_AIhQ&ust=1384200955002025
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22001133  GGiiaanntt  MMaatteerrss  NNOOWW  oonn  SSaallee!!  

Price & seeds offered for sale  

*New*$17.00ea.  5.80 Osmala 13 > 4.37 Osmala x self 5/pkg. 
16.00 - 5.50 Johnson/Butler x open 5/pkg (proven seed)* 

*grew 5.22 Hunt, 5.20 Lyons, 4.30 Hunt, 3.83 Lyons, 3.60 Mailey, 3.35 & 3.15 Boyce, 3.05 Mailey, Bryan 

15.00 - 5.22 Hunt 13 > 5.5 Johnson/Butler x open 5/pkg 

15.00 - 5.20 Lyons > 5.50 Johnson/Butler x open 5/pkg 

14.00 - 5.14 Montgomery 13 > 4.29 Boudyo x open 4/pkg 

$10.00 ea.  4.90 Nieuwenhoff 12 > 4.62 Timm x self. 3/pkg.  

9.00  4.19 Montgomery 12 > 5.07 Boudyo x self. 6/pkg.  

8.00  4.04 Johnston/Butler 12 > 7.33 Hunt x self. 5/pkg.  

7.00  3.81 Sundin 12 > 4.91 Lyons 11 x open. 20/pkg.  

7.00  3.78 Vincent 12 > 4.91 Lyons 11 x open. 8/pkg.  

7.00  3.61 Sundin 12 > 4.91 Lyons 11 x open. 20/pkg.  

7.00  3.72 Vincent 12 > 7.33 Hunt 10 x open. 8/pkg. 

 

Please add $5 for shipping & handling to each order  

PayPal to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

Email Direct transfer to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 

or by mail with check.  

Please list seed description with payment to: 

C/O Jane Hunt, Treasurer 

4376 Hwy 35 N 

Cameron, ON. Canada. 

K0M 1G0 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

"Tomato plants exposed to drought, had a large majority of xylem vessels that are not functional in water transport. 

Reduced-irrigation treatment significantly altered number and width of functional xylem elements in the fruit pedicel, 

especially in the abscission zone. This indicates that drought modifies xylem architecture and, thus, environmentally 

produced change in the hydraulic property of pedicel may affect fruit development"1 

 GVGO Translation > Plants that are drought stressed are forever 

altered and limited in growth rate of the fruit.

 

 

1 - D. RANČIĆ, S.PEKIĆ QUARRIE, M. TERZIĆ, S. SAVIĆ, R. STIKIĆ  
     Journal of Microscopy Volume 232, Issue 3, pages  618–622, December 2008 

 

mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advanced/search/results?searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.queryString=%22D.%20RAN%C4%8CI%C4%86%22&searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.fieldName=author&start=1&resultsPerPage=20
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advanced/search/results?searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.queryString=%22S.PEKI%C4%86%20QUARRIE%22&searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.fieldName=author&start=1&resultsPerPage=20
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advanced/search/results?searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.queryString=%22M.%20TERZI%C4%86%22&searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.fieldName=author&start=1&resultsPerPage=20
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advanced/search/results?searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.queryString=%22S.%20SAVI%C4%86%22&searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.fieldName=author&start=1&resultsPerPage=20
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/advanced/search/results?searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.queryString=%22R.%20STIKI%C4%86%22&searchRowCriteria%5b0%5d.fieldName=author&start=1&resultsPerPage=20
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jmi.2008.232.issue-3/issuetoc
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Remembering 

  

 

The GVGO Auctioneers 

are actively seeking proven seed donations for this 

falls coming auction season. Donations can be 

brought with you on the patch tour. Phil Hunt or Pat 

Watson will be happy to include them in this 

coming year's auction events. Please mail your 

seeds to 

karenpat@sympatico.ca 
Telephone:                   519-641-1607 
Mailing address:           Pat Watson  

        PO Box 25, Komoka, ON. 
      N0L 1R0 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CCoorrnniisshh  GGiiaanntt    

CCaabbbbaaggee  SSeeeeddss    >>  Phil Hunt has purchased Cornish 
Giant Cabbage seeds from the UK for the club. They will 
be available from Pat Watson soon.  

Cornish Giant Cabbage 10 seeds/pkg 
$10. only 25 seed packs available 

Hunt 2013 AGP packs, 2 seeds, $30.00 

 only 10 available  

1545 Hunt 13 (1495 Stelts x 1789 Wallace) 
1472 Hunt 13 ( 1381 Delaney x 1789 Wallace) 

Contact: Pat Watson to reserve your seed pack. 

Please add $5 for shipping & handling to each order  
PayPal to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 
Email Direct transfer to gvgogrowers@gmail.com 
or by mail with check.  
Please list seed description with payment to: 
C/O Jane Hunt, Treasurer 
4376 Hwy 35 N 
Cameron, ON. Canada. 
K0M 1G0 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

Nathan & Jennifer Veitch joined the 

Executive Council as Co-Marketing Representatives 

in late August. The new executive positions 

combine their duties as Facebook page 

administrators.  

As executives Nathan & Jenn have also assumed 

rolls in voting on the clubs duties in policy and 

monetary issues.  Welcome  

------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

New for 2014 the GVGO is proud to a new category 

called the Feature Other Vegetable.Please see how 

to grow and more details on page  54.  

The first annual is the   

Rutabaga 

Seeds will be available on request from Pat Watson when  

ordered through the club  via PayPal, email transfer or 

direct mail in. Contact Pat Watson to reserve your seeds 

Plants will also be available from Norm Craven at the 

spring seminar  

Details on page and prize package remain to be 

determined at the seminar. Stay tuned to the message 

boards for more details. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

-CCoommiinngg  SSoooonn  

LLoonnGG  GGoouurrDDzzzzzz   

sseeeedd  ppaacckkss  ffrroomm  HHuunntt,,  LLyyoonnss,,  BBuuttlleerr  &&  MMaaiilleeyy  

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

AAANNNNNNOOOUUUNNNCCCEEEMMMEEENNNTTTSSS   

FFFeeeaaatttuuurrreee   VVVeeegggeeetttaaabbbllleee   ---   OOOttthhheeerrr   
 
 
 
 

Update 

 

GGGVVVGGGOOO   SSSeeeeeedddsss   
 

GGGVVVGGGOOO   FFFooolllkkksss   ooonnn   ttthhheee   MMMooovvveee   
  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  UUppddaattee    

 
 
 
 

Update 

 

mailto:karenpat@sympatico.ca
mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
mailto:gvgogrowers@gmail.com
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Scientific Name: Fusarium oxysporum  

  > is a harmful plant root fungi 
found in garden soils or on seeds. It causes several 
diseases on cucurbits including  wilts, crown rot and 
fruit rot.  
    Wilting of plants may occur at any stage of the plants 
development. Sudden collapse of leaves and stems 
appears without any yellowing of foliage.  
    Subsequent infection causes foliage to turn a muffled 
grey-green and wilt.  Followed by a general yellowing 
and defoliated resulting in premature senescence.  
 

""TTiissssuuee  ttuurrnnss  rreeddddiisshh--bbrroowwnn""11  

Stems near the plants crown may develop decaying 
necrotic wound areas on one or more vine sections, 
begin to wilt and collapse. Remaining vines are still 
healthy.      

    Sticky or gummy reddish exudates may ooze from 
tissue on underside of infected vines or wounds. Fruit 
growth is usually severely limited. 
 "Infection and disease development in Fusarium wilt 
are favored by warm soil temperatures ......and low 
soil moisture".2  
"Fusarium wilt may attack the plant at any 
stage.  Outbreaks often follow periods of crop stress, 
including hot, dry weather conditions.  Soil 
temperatures of 18- 25°C support rapid disease 
progression."3 
1..3.. http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/IPM/english/cucurbits/diseases-
anddisorders/fusarium-wilt.html 
2.http://www.plantpath.ksu.edu/doc1057.ashx 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

---------------------------- 
 

 
Tomato Flower Abnormalities are Induced by Low Temperatures  
“when tomato and pepper plants are exposed to low temperatures, they produce flowers 
showing alterations in the number, morphology, and pattern of fusion of floral organs.” 1 

GGVVGGOO  TTrraannssllaattiioonn > Cold temperatures produce fused blossoms 
1 - Rafael Lozano,* Trinidad Angosto, Pedro Gómez, Carmen Payán, Juan Capel, Peter Huijser, Julio Salinas, and José M. Martínez-Zapater 

Plant Physiol. 1998 May; 117(1): 91–100

GGGVVVGGGOOO   SSStttiiiccckkkyyy---LLLeeeaaakkksss   
 Late Breaking News, Fusarium Wilt 

 

 

  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fungi
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Lozano%20R%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Angosto%20T%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=G%26%23x000f3%3Bmez%20P%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Pay%26%23x000e1%3Bn%20C%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Capel%20J%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Huijser%20P%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Salinas%20J%5Bauth%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Mart%26%23x000ed%3Bnez-Zapater%20JM%5Bauth%5D
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=piUxafJ1vi3aFM&tbnid=fxET8SvXLiJoFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/IPM/english/cucurbits/diseases-and-disorders/phytophthora.html&ei=-yWAUsujN4rP2wW9jYHIBA&bvm=bv.56146854,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGDmaBBW1eWTC2bmojmVtCaRuGh7g&ust=1384216231534450
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RReessiisstt  tthhee  uurrggee  ttoo  aadddd  mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree  aammeennddmmeennttss..  

                          CCEECC  ooff  3300  wwiitthh  66  ttoo  1100  %%  OOMM  iiss  pplleennttyy..  

                TTaacckkllee  ppHH  ffiirrsstt  tthheenn  wwoorrrryy  aabboouutt  aallll  tthhee  rreesstt..  

MMMooorrrooonnn   DDDeeefffiiinnneeeddd   :::         
                                         a grower who continues to treat either soil or plant 
                                without regard to the actual growth requirements 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 
GPC Rules to grow by 

 

AAArrrtttiiicccllleee   III   wwweeeiiiggghhh---oooffffff   sssiiittteeesss   aaannnddd   cccllluuubbb///gggrrrooouuuppp   
 
5) The GPC requires each of its sanctioned weigh-off sites be open to all 
growers who wish to participate. Each site may have their own registration 
fee as long as these fees are equal for all growers wishing to enter. Each site 
may have their prize payout structure as they choose as long as the main 
prizes are available to all growers entered in their weigh-off. The main prize 
structure shall be defined as the majority of the money and prizes available 
for all competing growers. Sites may, at their own discretion, offer additional regional bonuses not to exceed 
the value of the main prize structure. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   
Pumpkin - 1400 lbs  
Squash - 1150 lbs 
Long Gourd - 120" 
Field Pumpkin - 120 lbs 
Watermelon - 200 lbs 
Tomato - 4.5 lbs 
Cabbage - 60 lbs 
Corn - 275" 
Sunflower - 250

 JJaannee  &&  PPhhiill  HHuunntt  
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    2013 Murillo Giant Pumpkin Festival 
 

1st- Ben Johnson- 1367 lbs 
2nd- Don Cronk-   1001 lbs 
3rd- Lesley Johnson-937 lbs 
4th- Don Cronk-     923 lbs 

5th- Brad Mclean-   889 lbs 

6th- Tim Spivak-      686 lbs 

7th- Gary Klages-    615 lbs 

8th- Tracey Vaillant- 602 lbs 

9th- Robert Spivak- 569 lbs 

10th- Paul Colosimo- 528 lbs 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

22001133  BBrraacceebbrriiddggee  FFaallll  FFaaiirr  
        Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off 
                  Bracebridge is a GPC site in 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

               
 
                

 

 

                 No Results available at time of publication 
 

 

 

 

Junior Growers 

1st-  Caysen Foresta- 389 lbs 
2nd- Kayler Foresta- 322 lbs 
3rd- Taylor Vaillant- 281 lbs 
4th- Cody Wideman- 50 lbs 
5th- Jordon Budd- 

 

 

 

Site organizers Nathan and Jennifer 

Veitch buoyed by the tremendous 

success of the first Bracebridge weigh-

off have taken the plunge and will 

become a certified Great Pumpkin 

Commonwealth site in 2014. 
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Pumpkin 
Hunt, Jane and Phil  1545 
Jarvis, Joel & Justus  497 
Bryson, Jim & Kelsey  1450 
Jarvis, Kristine & Brooklyn                 1353 
Aasman, Mike   1320.5 
Warner, Jeff   1271 
Hain, Fred   1264.5 
Sproule, Harley   1236 
Montgomery, Greg                  1163.5 
McQuay, Dave   1120 
Dettweiler, Paul   1098 
Gervais, Adrian   987.5 
Butler, John   869.5 
Blanchard, Stephen  869 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer                731.5 
Gunby, Aaron   467.5 
Twelves, Julia   439.5 
 
Squash 
Hunt, Jane and Phil  1233 
Sundin, Eric   1094 
Jarvis, Joel & Justus  665 
Hartung, Dennis                  519.5 
Brown, Lucas   456.5 
Twelves, John   393 
Court, Doug   271 
 
Watermelon 
Mailey, Bryan   195 
Donkers, Joanne                  138 
Sundin, Eric   133 
MacKenzie, Bob                  128.5 
Donkers, Bill   119.5 
Mitchell, Marvin   97 
 
Field Pumpkin 
Lyons, Chris   128 
Hartung, Dennis                  111 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer                98 
Hunt, Jane and Phil  97 
Twelves, Justin & Kelly  82 
Twelves, Julia   80.5 
Court, Doug   77.5 
Twelves, John   77 
Sundin, Eric   76 
Waner, Jeff   75 
McCallum, Daivd                  70 
MacKenzie, Bob                 66.5 
Butler, John   58 
 

Long Gourd 
Lyons, Chris   131.5 
Mailey, Bryan   125 
Butler, John   124.5 

Hunt, Jane and Phil  123 

Sundin, Eric   121 
Hain, Fred   112 
Hartung, Dennis                  107.75 
 
Cabbage 
Sundin, Eric   86 
Hunt, Jane and Phil  66 
Hartung, Dennis                 43.5 
Court, Doug   37.5 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer                15.2 
 
Tomato 
Hain, Fred   4.95 
Marshall, MJ   4.83 
Butler, John   4.49 
Court, Doug   4.02 
Lyons, Chris   3.93 
Hunt, Jane and Phil  3.85 
Montgomery, Greg                 3.46 
Hartung, Dennis                 2.83 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer                2.72 
MacKenzie, Bob                 2.61 
 
Sunflower 
Bryson, Jim & Kelsey  242.5 
Mitchell, Marvin   212 
Mailey, Bryan   200.5 
Butler, John   197 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer                195.5 
Warner, Jeff   188.5 
 
Cornstalk 
Mitchell, Marvin   247 
Butler, John   222.5 
Warner, Jeff   179.5 
Twelves, John   173 
Twelves, Justin & Kelly  145 
Twelves, Julia   133 
 
Other 
Warner, Jeff (heavy beet)   3.57 lb 
Bryson, Jim & Kelsey (mutant cross veggie) 
Twelves, John (unusual banana squash) 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer (African kettle gourd) 31.21 lb 
Donkers, Bill (puffball mushroom)  7 lb 
Bourne, Kaila (heavy carrot)   5.49 lb 
Veitch, Nathan & Jennifer (heavy carrot)              3.44 lb 
Bryson, Jim & Kelsey (heavy onion)  1.18 lb 
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Pumpkin 
McAvity, Mike   1277.5 
MacKenzie, Bob & Elaine                 1212 
McQuay, Dave   1199.5 
Warner, Jeff   1192 
McKay, Alex   1039.5 
Giffen, Ralph   910 
McKay, Kelty   887.5 
Locke, David   790.5 
Ashton, Braeden                  660 
McCallum, David                  658 
Walker, James   654 
Marshall, MJ   589.5 
Court, Doug   540 
Court, Louise   535 
Ashton, Courtney                 488 
 
Squash 
McCallum, David                  646 
Court, Doug   641 
MacKenzie, Bob & Elaine                 543 
Court, Louise   367.5 
Twelves, John   317 
 
Watermelon 
MacKenzie, Bob & Elaine                 125 
Mitchell, Marvin    119.5 
Marshall, MJ   92.5 
Court, Doug   86.5 
 
Field Pumpkin 
MacKenzie, Bob & Elaine                121.5 
Court, Louise   92 
Twelves, Julia   87 
Twelves, John   86 
Warner, Jeff   71.5 
McCallum, David                 69.5 
Giffen, Ralph   68 
Court, Doug   66.5 
Ashton, Courtney                  65 
Ashton, Tamri   61 
 
Long Gourd 
Mitchell, Marvin   110 
Court, Doug   101.75 
Ashton, Courtney                  100 
Court, Louise   96.5 
Ashton, Tamri   92.75 
McCallum, David                  52.5 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cabbage 
Ashton, Tamri   45.5 
Ashton, Courtney                  35.5 
Court, Doug   35 
Court, Louise   31.6 
MacKenzie, Bob & Elaine                 31.5 
 
Tomato 
Court, Doug   4.09 
Marshall, MJ   3.45 
Ashton, Tamri   3.39 
Mitchell, Marvin   3.38 
Court, Louise                  3.19 
Ashton, Courtney                                 3.08 
Twelves,Julia                   2.19 
McCallum, David                                 1.96 
Twelves, John                   1.08 
 
Sunflower. 
Mitchell, Marvin  210 
Warner, Jeff  190 
Court, Doug  139 
 
Sunflower Face 
Mitchell, Marvin  24 
Ashton, Courtney                 18 
Ashton, Madison                 17.5 
Ashton, Braeden                 17 
 
Cornstalk 
Mitchell, Marvin  237 
Court, Doug  140.5 
Court, Louise  137 
Twelves, Julia  123.5 
Twelves, John  123 
 
Other 
Warner, Jeff (heavy swede)                    28.9 
McCallum, David (tall hollyhock)  117 
Twelves, Julia (heavy acorn squash)                   12 
Court, Doug (heavy swede)                     24.25 
Mitchell, Marvin (3 in 1 gourd) 
Giffen, Ralph (double acorn squash)  
Twelves, John (twisty long gour

  

 

 



51 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With the 2013 growing season wrapped up, Team 
Lunatic is busy preparing for the 4th annual Seed 
Auction to support the GPC sanctioned Woodbridge Fair 
Weigh-off.  We would like to thank all of the seed 
donators and bidders who have supported our auctions 
in the past three years and are looking forward to 
another successful live auction on January 25th 2014 at 
8:00 pm in the Big Pumpkins Chat Room. 
 

LLuunnaattiicc  AAuuccttiioonn  JJaannuuaarryy  
2255tthh  22001144  

 
The Woodbridge Fair was a huge success this year with 
18 pumpkins reaching the scales and entrires in all the 
other categories.  A new location on the fairgrounds 
turned out to be a great decision with many patrons 
watching from the stands and then getting pictures 
taken with the pumpkins.  
 
The site record set last year by Chris Delaney was 
broken this year by Fred Hain with a personal best at 
1451 lbs, and then shortly after Phil and Jane Hunt 
topped that with a 1472 lb monster.  Jane and Phil had 
an outstanding season and very generously left their 
pumpkin for the remainder of the Fair for the patrons to 
enjoy.  
 
 

The GPC sanctioned Woodbridge Fair Weigh-off 
continues to grow with growers bringing giants from all 
across Ontario, and even as far as Quebec, and New 
York.  We will once again be working hard this year to 
bring the growers an even bigger and better event in 
2014.    
 

NNeeww  ccuummllaattiivvee  wweeiigghhtt  pprriizzee  
 
One new addtion this year is something we are working 
on with the organizers of the Erin Fall Fair.  We are 
proposing a cash bonus prize to the grower with the 
highest cumulative weight of two pupmkins.  If a grower 
weighs a pumpkin at Erin and then weighs a second 
pumpkin at Woodbridge, they would be eligble for this 
new cumlative weight prize.  
 
We would like to thank everyone involved with the 
Woodbridge Fair Weigh-off, and look forward to seeing 
you on Saturday October 11th in Woodbridge!! 
 
Team Lunatic 
 

 

International Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off 

GPC Member, since 2006 

woodbridgefair.com 

It was a great day for the lunatics as the sun was shining 
for the Woodbridge fair weigh-off. 

A new location at the fairgrounds with more room and 
grand stands for the viewers and growers was a great 
improvement over the previous location. Our M.C. and 
site coordinator Bryan Mailey kept the show running 
smoothly and the many growers who volunteer to help 
out made it all happen.  

 The Woodbridge site depends on the hard work of the 
growers and their families who all contribute to the 
cause. A special thanks to our heavy equipment 
operators who safely unloaded, weighed and re-loaded 
our giant entries as well as the lifting crew led by Dave 
McCallum.. As always our lunch, courtesy of Frank 
Catapano was delicious and greatly appreciated.  
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A few of the weigh-off high lights included Phil and Jane 
Hunt’s 1472 lb. Winning pumpkin and Fred Hain 
weighing in a new PB. Pumpkin of 1451 lbs. at the age 
of 79. With 18 pumpkin entries, Paul Schweigert’s 703 
lb. Beauty was a unanimous Howard Dill award winner. 

The tomato, Field pumpkin, tall corn, sunflower, 
cabbage and watermelon classes were all well 
represented as well. After such a great day we are all 
looking forward to the 2014 Woodbridge weigh-off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-----------------------------------------------

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elicitors  are substances that stimulate 

defence responses in plants. Know as 

Systemic Acquired Response (SAR) 

Types of elicitors growers use, Salicylic acid, 

Chitosan and Phosphites. 

Meenakshi Thakur and Baldev Singh Sohal, “Role of Elicitors in Inducing 

Resistance in Plants against Pathogen Infection: A Review,” ISRN 

Biochemistry, vol. 2013, Article ID 762412, 10 pages, 2013. 

doi:10.1155/2013/762412 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hindawi.com/isrn/biochemistry/2013/762412/cta/ 

 

 

 

Long Gourd 

 

Watermelon 

 

Squash 

 

AG Pumpkin 

 

Field Pumpkin 

 

Tomato 

 

http://www.woodbridgefair.com/index.html
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In order to support growing a wider variety of giant vegetables, the GVGO is pleased to announce a new feature 

vegetable category. This special will rotate every year and will be one of the giant vegetable classes not 

currently recognised by the GVGO as a “Master Grower Vegetable”. Examples of these types of giants are Tall 

Amaranth, Long Carrot, Heavy Carrot, Giant Vegetable Marrow, Heavy Parsnip, Giant Onion, Giant Leek, 

Cantaloupe, Tall Collard, Kohlrabi. Any vegetable grown worldwide might be eligible in any given year. The 

Executive has decided that because these vegetables are often started very early, the feature vegetable other will 

be announced each year in early December.  

This year the chosen feature vegetable is Rutabaga by weight.  This is also the feature vegetable at the 2014 

Royal Winter Fair in Toronto. The GVGO will discuss at the spring seminar what will prizes will be available 

and will also encourage the Ontario weigh off's to at least have an exhibition class for the rotating feature. 

 

                       Canadian Record

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By: John and Sue Vincent 

Wikipedia defines Rutabaga as: “The rutabaga, 

swede (from Swedish turnip),[1] turnip, yellow turnip, or 

neep (Brassica napobrassica, or Brassica napus var. 

napobrassica, or Brassica napus subsp. rapifera) is a 

root vegetable that originated as a cross between the 

cabbage and the turnip”.  

Rutabaga's are often referred to as Swede 

This is a giant vegetable that has been gaining popularity 

by growers over the last few years. Up until 2011, 

Rutabaga’s were entered in the heaviest other category at 

the Royal Winter Fair. Due to there always being quite a 

few entries, The Royal decided to add the category as a 

regular class in 2012.  

 

 

 Sue Vincent at the Royal 

Winter Fair with her record 

82.8 Pound Rutabaga 
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Recent Rutabaga Records 

 

1999 

  

Scott Robb 

 

Alaska 

 

75.75 lbs 

 

World Record 

 

2008 

  

Norm Craven 

 

Ontario 

 

77.4 lbs 

 

World record 

 
 

 

 
 

2013 

 
Sept 5th 

  
Ian Neal 

 
UK 

8 
5.8 lbs 

 
World record 

 

Sept 8th 

 

Ian Neal 

 

UK 

 

95.92 lbs 

 

World record 

 
Sept. 8 

 
Scott Robb 

 
Alaska 

 
86.8 lbs 

 
North America 

Record 

 
Oct. 2 

 
Ian Neal 

 
UK 

 
119 lbs 

 
World Record 

 

Nov. 2 

 

Sue Vincent 

 

Ontario 

 

82.8 lbs 

 

Canadian 

Record 

 

As you can see there was a ton of activity this year in 

this category. Who would believe there was something 

as exciting as giant pumpkins… 

 

Growing a Giant Rutabaga 

As with any giant vegetable category, choice of seed is 

critical. You need to find the proper giant rutabaga 

seeds. The GVGO is working towards procuring a 

couple different strains to have for sale later this fall. 

Seeds look very similar to cabbage seeds. They are a 

small black seed about the size of a pin head. Seeds are 

best started directly in soil. Most growers start in 

February, although some start as early as late 

December. The seedlings are best started in small pots; 

we use 3” pots and a good seed starting soil. One of the 

fortified starting mixes such as Miracle Grow seed 

starting mix works well. We use an incubator to start our 

seeds. We find this works very well. Brassicas are not 

colonized by mychorriza so don’t waste your money 

with this. Keep the plants warm, moist and under at least 

12 hrs of light per day. The seedlings will be very slow 

to start. After the first month, they will still be very 

small. Transplant up as required. Do not allow the plants 

to stall by becoming root bound. Control growth with 

reduced light if necessary. 

Brassica's are not colonized by 

mychorrizae 

Transplant out in mid-May after last frost. Transplant 

into a prepared mound or raised bed amended as you 

would for any giant veggie, with lots of OM. Brassicas 

in general like a high clay content amended with OM 

and lots of calcium.  

Growing is strait forward. Keep insects under control. 

Flea beetle can be a problem. They are very tiny black 

beetles and can destroy your Rutabaga before you know 

it. Watch for them carefully early after transplant. Apply 

fungicides and insecticides weekly as you would other 

giants. Be sure to keep the plants moist but not wet at all 

times.  

Spray foliar apply nutrients as with other giant 

vegetables. Supplement and feed weekly with a well 

balanced water soluble fertilizer.  

The plants are very hardy and will stand a lot of frost in 

the fall. They grow well during cooler weather and in 

Ontario, will continue to grow right into November if 

protected from hard frost. 

For exhibition, dig the whole plant. All green leaf tissue 

is removed. The purple horns are allowed. All roots are 

weighed. Wash away all dirt for weigh in. 

The Rutabaga is a biennial, in order to get 

seeds you must overwinter the rutabaga 

in a cool dark place and then transplant 

out again the following spring. The 

Rutabaga will send out seed stocks and 

will go to seed. Be careful to isolate from 

other Brassica’s to prevent cross 

pollinate. 
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GPC Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off 

 
 www.ErinGiantPumpkinGrowers.weebly.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AG Pumpkin 

 

Field Pumpkin 

 

Tomato 

 

Long Gourd 

 

Squash 

 

 

Pumpkins: 
Mike DeMars - 843.7 

Pat Watson - 760.3 

John Butler - 731.3 

Candy Caron - 578.7 

Craig Balkwill - 530.2 

Bob Cooper - 36.3 

Pat Watson - 818.3 DMG 

Mike DeMars - 236 EXH 

Mike DeMars - 210.9 - EHX 

Long Gourds: 
John Butler - 118 1/8" 

(site record) 

Mike DeMars - 105 3/4" 

Bill Bechard - 102 1/4" 

Tomatoes: 

Pat Watson - 3 lbs. 11 ozs. 

Gail Watson - 2.6 

John Butler - 2. 5  

Bill Bechard - 1.11 

Mike DeMars - 1.9  

Tall Corn: 
John Butler - 209 1/4" 
 
Sunflower: 
John Butler - 178" 
 

Field Pumpkin: 
John Butler - 56.5 lbs 

Gail Watson - 55.9 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PPrriinnccee  EEddwwaarrdd  CCoouunnttyy  PPuummppkkiinnffeesstt 

in Wellington, Ontario, Canada on Saturday, October 19th, 2013 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AG Pumpkin 

 

Watermelon 

 

Tomato 

 

Long Gourd 

 

Squash 

 

Field Pumpkin 

 

 

 

AG Pumpkin 

Place Weight Grower 
1 1496 Joel Jarvis 

2 982 Milford Heartwick 

3 980 George Lloyd 

4 858 Avery Heartwick 

5 772 Jongeneel 

6 756 Deanna Lloyd 

7 548 Ron Wray 

8 458 Norm Ireland 

9 414 Garrett Braithwaite 

10 376 Brooklyn Jarvis 

11 312 Cameron Boyer 

12 274 Eric Thorton 

13 262 Daitlyn Molo 

14 176 Alix Wilson 

15 166 Vivian Sweezey 

16 150 Alexis Hinchiffe 

17 136 Laura Zorad 

18 110 Rachel Harris 

19 84 Olivia Sitko 

 

Squash 

Place Weight  Grower 

1 1094 Eric Sundin 

2 718 George Lloyd 

3 664 Joel Jarvis 

4 574 John Dyck 

 

Watermelon 

Place Weight 
(lbs) 

Grower 

1 148 George Lloyd 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

AG Pumpkin 

 

Squash 

 

Long Gourd 

 

Tomato 

 

Watermelon 

 

Field Pumpkin 

 

GVGO Spray Schedule 
 
Aug 15  - Seaweed + Fish + Insecticide 
3 oz . Foliar. Spray liberally, both sides of leaves 
 
Aug 16 - Ca, Ha or Fa.  1 to 100 & 1 oz.   Drench & Foliar as 
Labelled. Spray liberally, both sides of the leaves.  
 
Aug 17 - C02.  1 to 100   Foliar.      Spray liberally to both 
sides of the leaves 
 
Aug 18 - Compost Tea.   10 to 40%  Drench & Foliar. 
Optional   Bacterial, Worm or Leaf or any combination of 
 
Aug 19  Seaweed + Fish.    
3 oz.   Foliar.  Spray liberally to both sides of the leaves 
 
Aug 20   Phosphites + Fungicides.   1-1/2 oz   Foliar.   
 
Aug 21   Insecticide  & Drench.  IBA, Calcium, Magnesium & 
others. Spray for Squash Bugs well into September 
          
Aug 22  Seaweed + Fish .  2 oz.   Foliar.   
Spray liberally to both sides of the leaves 

AG Pumpkin 
Place Weight  Grower 

1 1305 Phil Joynson 

2 787 Tom Cavanagh 

3 367 Bruce Brown 

4 344 Norm Kyle 

5 322 John Sucee 

 
 

$250.00 Draw 

 

Karl Allen 

 

$250.00 Draw 

 

Tom Cavanagh 

 

$50.00 Pretty Pumpkin 

   
  Peter Pogue 

 

Submitted by: Karl Allen 
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1753 Bryson 2012 

1382 Bryson x 1647 Wallace  
13 $30 

 
 

1684.5 Delaney 2012 

1495 Stelts x 1818 Bryson 
13  $30  

 
 

1522 Sproule 2012 

1818 Bryson x 1807 Stelts 
12  $15  

 
 

1456 Bryson 2012 

1404 Bryson x 1495 Stelts 
12  $15  

 
 

1408 Kline 2012 

1566 Rodonis x 1404 Bryson 
12  $15  

 
 

1386 Nieuwenhoff 2012 

1381 Swarts x 1404 Bryson 
12  $10  

 
 

1347 Warner 2012 

1723 Marshall x 1658 Young 
12  $10  

 
 

1320 dmg Kline 2012 

1641 Montgomery x 1566 Rodonis 
12  $10  

 
 

1314 est Bryson 2012 

1818 Bryson x 1807 Stelts 
12  $10  

 
 

1313 Matesa 2012 

1495 Stelts x 1404 Bryson 
25  $10  

 
 

1302 Kline 2012 

1818 Bryson x 1404 Bryson 
12  $10  

 
 

1657 Bryson 11 

1725 Harp x 1468.5 Stevens 
35  $35 

 
 

1650 Sproule 11 

1421 Stelts x 1185 Kline 
35  $15 

 
 

1641 Montgomery 11 

1566 Rodonis x 1185 Kline  
35  $15 

 
 

1430 Kline 11 

1264 Kline x 991 Urena  
35  $10 

 
 

1427 Jarvis 11 

1219 Jarvis 10 x 1236 Harp 09  
35  $10 

 
 

1329 Hunt 11 

1080 Hunt x 1161 Rodonis 
35  $10 

 
 
 

 
 


